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Job Creation in Used Oil 

 
A significant number of  jobs have been created through the recycling of used oil, 
according to research recently commissioned by The ROSE foundation (Recycling 
Oil Saves the Environment) to quantify the economic contribution of the used oil 
value chain in terms of employment in South Africa. Duncan Brett of The Research  
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Lampost, reported the research findings to the ROSE Board at their September 
meeting. 

In an annual market for used oil collected and processed of 120 million litres per 
annum in South Africa, the recycling industry employs approximately 1291 staff, 
ranging from drivers and administrators, to sole operators and managers.  

There are about 100 licensed collectors, 17 licensed processors and 13 licensed 
bulking points, operating across the used oil recycling industry in South Africa. 
There are an additional number of unlicensed operators, many of which do not 
comply with waste management legislation. 

Demographically, the employment profile in the industry is mostly male (85%) and 
African (64%). In larger operations, the top management is mostly African (37%) or 
white (34%). In smaller businesses, the sole operators are 41% African, 41% white, 
12% Indian and 6% coloured. 

The majority of collectors and processors are situated in Gauteng, where the 
biggest volumes are collected. Almost 50% of the oil is collected in Gauteng, with 
the bigger collectors (600kl/pa or more) collecting 75% of the used oil.  

An entrepreneurial spirit thrives among a number of small, part-time collectors who 
combine used oil collection with other services such as selling automatic lube 
systems, fire suppression, garage equipment and hydraulics, hazardous waste 
removal, scrap metal collection, cleaning wash bays and Collection and processing 
of plastic oil bottles and used oil filters.  

The used oil industry is a highly competitive business, with most collectors saying 
that the biggest challenges they faced were fierce competition and pricing, which in 
turn affected their profit margins and sustainability.  

“Overall, this is a recycling success story – the used oil industry is a sustainable 
sector that not only employs many people but also effectively supports their 
dependents,” says ROSE Foundation CEO, Bubele Nyiba. 

“Recycling can only work if it is economically sustainable and the ROSE 
foundation’s challenge is to ensure the environmental imperative is supported by an 
effective recycling business model –  we offer support in the form of training, audits, 
equipment and incentives, and we work with all the lubricants industry stakeholders 
towards continuously increasing recycling volumes.”  
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Welcoming Motul 

ROSE welcomes Motul as the newest member of the Foundation. Motul is a world-
class French company specialised in the formulation, production and distribution of 
high-tech automotive lubricants as well as lubricants for industry via its 
MOTULTECH activity. 
  
“As a company with over 160 years of history, Motul understands the importance of 
leaving a positive legacy – which is why we’re proud to support the ROSE 
Foundation’s work to promote the environmentally sensitive management of used 
oil.” -  Mercia Jansen: Area Manager Eastern and Southern Africa. 
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ROSE Board Visits Processors FFS Refiners 
 

ROSE Board members visited FFS Refiners Pietermaritzburg recently to review 
their used oil refining processes and products. FFS Refiners (Pty) Ltd is a leading 
supplier of industrial heating fuels in South Africa. Their Pietermaritzburg branch 
produces a very high-quality Group 1 SN 150 Base Oil that meets and exceeds 
international standards for this type of product.  

Their processing facilities utilise a full range of technologies from thermal 
evaporation, static separation, low and high-speed centrifugation, filtration, 
blending, distillation, hydrogenation and cracking in order to achieve a wide range 
of products to exacting specifications. 

They also have facilities for processing oily effluent water. Internal quality 
management systems ensure products consistently comply with the required 
specifications. 
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WESSA Schools Competition 

Oil Recycling Rocks - The WESSA Schools environmental awareness competition 
sponsored by the ROSE Foundation is in full swing. Learners are being educated 
about used oil and are invited to create a poster /video clip about the importance of 
recycling. 
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