
RECYCLING OIL SAVES THE ENVIRONMENT

1

CONTENTS: The Informal Sector - an Ongoing Challenge   1-2
 New Bulking Point in Richards Bay   2
 ROSE and SAMCAR Partnership   3
 Environmental Awards - FFS Pietermaritzburg    3
 The Green Guide 4 
 Drop-off Points and Contact Details 4

The Informal Sector - an Ongoing Challenge

The Waste Act stipulates that generators of used motor 
oil are now under legal obligation to properly collect, store 
and manage used oil. In the South African motor industry, 
the formal workshops are largely compliant, but the 
informal sector and DIY motor mechanics pose ongoing 
challenges when it comes to reinforcing environmentally 
responsible used oil recovery and recycling.

Section 24 of our Constitution states that ‘everyone 
has the right to an environment that is not harmful to 
their health or well being and to have their environment 
protected through reasonable legislative measures’.

In this regard the government has passed the Waste Act 
No 59 of 2008, ground breaking legislation that places 
responsibility on all South Africans to avoid, minimise, 
re-use, recycle, treat and, as a last resort, dispose of their 
waste. In support of this legislation, the ROSE Foundation 
is focusing its attention on driving compliance in the 
informal motor mechanic industry in South Africa as well 
as amongst DIY motor enthusiasts.
 
Informal motor servicing is a fast growing trend in 
response to recessionary constraints on most people’s 
pockets - going this route generally means an efficient 
service at a fraction of the cost of service centres – and 
in response, an increasing number of entrepreneurs are 
starting micro enterprises servicing and repairing vehicles.  

The size of the informal sector is estimated to be 
responsible for generating approximately  20 to 30 million  
litres of used oil every year. The motor vehicle statistics in 
SA  show that more than 50% of cars on SA roads are older  
than 10 years. These vehicles are serviced at least once a 
year by the informal mechanics or DIY enthusiasts.

The problem is that these informal mechanics often lack 
suitable premises and many cars are serviced on the side 
of the road or wherever there is a demand – an illegal 
practice that often results in the used motor oil, which has 
been drained from the vehicle, being dumped directly onto 
the ground or in the storm water system.

An example of this is a situation in Polokwane that ROSE 
recently became involved with. Informal mechanics had 
been servicing cars on the side of a busy main road and 
dumping their used oil on the pavement. A concerned 
business owner in the area contacted the ROSE Foundation 
who mobilised the local municipality into cleaning up this 
dumped oil and fining  the mechanics.  

“The oil pollution is the result of street mechanics working 
in the street illegally for the past 24 months or so. They 
dump the oil on the pavements. The municipality only took 
action after we spoke to the ROSE Foundation and a local 
newspaper to assist us in preventing this practice. 
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“Although the street mechanics were fined and the streets sprayed with 
chemicals, the practice is continuing to this day. I thought if the municipality 
doesn’t want to prevent this practice they should be accountable for the 
cleaning and rehabilitation of the polluted area.”

“I appreciate your interest in this matter and the action the  municipality 
took to prevent this practice but it seems to be futile.” From a concerned 
businessman and resident.

“Unfortunately, this is a difficult practice to manage and we have seen 
an ongoing trend towards illegal kerbside servicing,” says Raj Lochan, 
CEO of the ROSE Foundation. “As part of our campaign focused on this 
sector, ROSE plans to conduct a series of site visits and encourage the 
use of Sumpies to promote the responsible collection and storage of used 
oil amongst DIY mechanics. At the same time we will drive the educational 
aspect on why they need to store this oil rather than dump it.” 

“It is often a case of a lack of knowledge of the harmful effects of used oil 
on our environment, rather than disregard, which leads to situations such 
as these,” says Lochan.  

Recently in the Western Cape, newspapers reported on a situation where 
a population of ducks needed to be rescued because their pond was badly 
polluted by used motor oil and many of the ducks were covered in oil. 
The apparent culprit was a DIY mechanic, who, after servicing his car 
nearby, poured the used oil into a storm water system which then made its 
way into the pond.

“These ducks are reported to be much loved pets of residents in the area 
and so signs would point to a lack of knowledge that oil dumped down 

drains does make its way into our water courses,” says Lochan. “Used oil is 
harmful stuff and should  be kept out of our waterways.”

“The ROSE Foundation is extremely concerned about the huge amounts 
of used oil that are being generated by the informal and DIY mechanics 
and not being recycled.” It is estimated that SA generates approximately 
120 million litres of used oil a year. Of this, 80 million litres is being recovered 
for recycling – which means that about 40 million litres are unaccounted for!

“It is for this reason that we have focused our attention on this industry and 
continually appeal to all mechanics and anyone who does work on their cars 
to please think twice before dumping their used oil. Not only does it damage 
our environment but it is also now an illegal practice, thanks to the Waste 
Act,” concludes Lochan.   
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The Informal Sector – an Ongoing Challenge (Continues)

As part of the ROSE Foundation’s ongoing efforts to ensure that all 
NORA-SA collectors are compliant with current legislation and regulations, 
ROSE has embarked on an active expansion of  bulking points in outlying 
gap areas.  

Most recently, a new bulking point was established in Richards Bay in 
partnership with FFS Refiners.

FFS has made available a 140 000 litre tank, which was modified into four 
separate compartments – each with a capacity of approximately 30 000 
litres – so that the smaller collectors in the Richards Bay area can store 
their oil legally and safely within the requirements of the Waste Act No 59 
of 2008.

“Both ROSE and FFS are mindful of the requirements of the Waste Act 
and we constantly endeavour to provide compliant facilities for the safe 
storage of used oil in the outlying rural areas,” explains Raj Lochan, 
CEO of ROSE. 

“The Waste Act requires collectors to be legally compliant but there 
was no way for the collectors in Richards Bay to do this on their own 
without going through lengthy environmental applications with the Dept 
of Environmental Affairs (DEA). Collectors can now bulk their oil and 
once a suitable load of approximately 25 000 litres is available it is then 
transported to the FFS refinery in Durban. This has worked out to be a 
win-win situation for all parties involved.”

The FFS harbour tank farm in Richards Bay meets all the legal and 
environmental requirements as required by the DEA.

Ms Elva Martins, FFS Refiners Manager in Richards Bay was extremely 
excited with this development on her site.

New Bulking Point in Richards Bay

Gary Webster, 2nd from right handing over the tank to Elva Martins,
extreme right – with collectors left to right  Brian Borlaise, Garner Bennie,
Dale Robinson, Amanda Prinsloo.

Cleaning up after the informal mechanic.
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As part of the ROSE Foundation’s focus on the DIY motor mechanic 
industry in South Africa, ROSE has committed to a sponsorship of 
SAMCAR’s WesBank V8 Supercar Championship Series. 

“This sponsorship falls in line with the target group that we are trying to 
reach in terms of the DIY sector – who are avid supporters of motorsport in 
South Africa,” explains Dave Page, Vice Chairman of the ROSE Foundation 
and MD of Fuchs Lubricants who themselves also sponsor one of the cars 
in the Series. “Motorsport is in its infancy in SA but already attracts the 
correct business people in order for ROSE to further extend an influence 
over the DIY market.”

SAMCAR initiated discussions with ROSE last year and it has led to a 
teaming up that promises both parties mutual benefits. “Samcar is 
mindful of the obligations regarding environmental issues and feel that 
teaming up with The ROSE Foundation will help create the awareness 
that we are striving for with our future motorsport plans” says Samcar 
Chairman, Peter Moloney. 

“The ROSE Foundation is looking forward to being involved in this 
exciting sport and to working with SAMCAR, WesBank, Goodyear and 
Sasol in raising awareness and ultimately improving the environment in 
which we live,” says  Lochan.

“I am fully aware of the ROSE Foundation’s involvement with the Wesbank 
V8 series, which I think is a very positive step for motorsport in SA and 
much commendable, considering MSA’s efforts to comply with all basic 
environmental legislation. From an environmental point of view all circuit 
owners/race promoters must supply suitable containers for the disposal 
and removal of waste oil and other vehicle fluids. In general the removal 
of hazardous waste from circuits seems to be somewhat of a logistical 
problem, so if we can get a proper infrastructure through the ROSE 
Foundation, it shall only benefit all stakeholders,” comments Marius 
Matthee, President: MSA Environment Panel.

“We look forward to a long and rewarding relationship and spreading 
the environmental compliance ethos among their members, friends and 
supporters”, says Andre de Wet, Chairman of the ROSE Foundation.

A super V8  ready for the track at Kyalami.Shaking hands for a new partnership between SAMCAR and ROSE. L-R:
Raj Lochan with Peter Maloney and Larry Wilford of SAMCAR, Andre de Wet and 
Dave Page from ROSE. 

ROSE and SAMCAR Partnership 

Three years in a row, FFS Refiners PMB branch take the honours. 
This goes to prove that the first win was no fluke. Stephan Roeloffse 
and his team at FFS Pietermaritzburg have shown their colleagues that 
with the combination of dedication, perseverance, hard work and the 
will to be the best, achievement is only a matter of time.

At a recent environmental compliance audit conducted on behalf of the 
ROSE Foundation by WSP Environment & Energy among the FFS Refiners’ 
branches countrywide, the Pietermaritzburg branch came out tops. They 
were again awarded first prize for their commitment to legal compliance 
and environmental improvement for plant operations. 

At a function recently the FFS Pietermaritzburg staff were rewarded for 
their efforts with jackets as mementoes to mark the occasion. A shield of 
honour was also presented to the branch. 

Alison Haycock, Group Environmental Manager at FFS Refiners says 
“This plant has shown what commitment and dedication can achieve 
and the Pietermaritzburg staff are certainly worthy winners of this annual 
prestigious award”.

ROSE CEO Raj Lochan agreed “We will continually support and recognise 
companies and staff for their contribution to the environment, and we 
commend Stephan’s team on their worthy achievement. The overall level 
of compliance at all the FFS Refiners’ plants countrywide is of a very 
high standard. The Group management and respective plants have to be 
commended for their commitment to ensuring that sound environmental 
standards are maintained.”  

Well done to Stephan and his team. 

Environmental Awards - FFS Pietermaritzburg

Stephan Roeloffse  and Yolande Omar (centre) with their environmental shields, 
surrounded by their team wearing their jackets. 
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The Green Guide

1 to 7 September - National Arbour Week    
16 September - International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer     
18 September - International Coastal Clean-Up 
21 September - Zero Emissions Day
4 October - World Habitat Day
4 to 8 October - Weedbuster Week
24 October - International Day of Climate Action
11 to 15 October - Marine Week
22 to 26 November - National Bird Week 
5 December - World Soil Day

2 February - World Wetlands Day 
15 to 19 March - National Water Week  

22 March - World Water Day                     
27 March - Earth Hour (8:30 – 9:30 pm)

22 April - Earth Day 
3 May - International Migratory Bird Day

22 May - International Day for Biodiversity 
31 May to 4 June - World Environment Week    

5 June - World Environment Day     
17 June - World Day to Combat Desertification and Drought

11 July - World Population Day

2010 Environmental Dates

ROSE Foundation • Suite A9, Waverley Court • 7 Kotzee Road, Mowbray 7925 • Tel: 021 448 7492
Fax: 021 448 7563 • Faxmail: 0866 527384 • E-mail: usedoil@iafrica.com • Website: www.rosefoundation.org.za

ROSE Contact Details

Drop-off Points
Do-It-Yourself (DIY) motorists are encouraged to use any of the sites below to drop off their 
used motor oil at the respective Municipal Garden Refuse sites.

TSHWANE - Maunde Rd, Pretoria West, Kwaggasrand; Stefanus Schoeman Rd, Valhalla; 
Rigel Ave South (Delmas Rd), Garstkloof; Roslynne, Onderstepoort and Hans Strydom North 
Nelmapuis, Hatherley.

JOHANNESBURG - Ballyclare Drive, Bryanston Ext 7; 5th Avenue, Bez-Valley; Club Street, 
Linksfield; Cnr Smith and 5th Avenue, Fairland; Melrose Street, Syferfontein; Pine Rd, 
Norwood; Jim Fouche Road, Panorama; Victory Rd, Victory Park Estate; Johannes Rd, 
Waterval; Woodlands Drive, Woodmead Ext 15; Bangalore Drive, Lenasia Ext 11; Cedar Rd, 
Kyalami; Dale Rd, Kyalami; East Rd, Klipriviersberg; Flamingo Street, Lenasia Ext 6; Cnr 
Impala & Vereeniging Rd, Rietvlei; Royal Park Drive, Mondeor; Heerengracht Rd, Eldorado Park 
Ext 4; Makhaya Avenue, Protea North; Sofasonke Street, Orlando; Bellona Rd, Middelfontein; 
Circle Crescent, Eldorado Park Ext 5; Cnr Harry & Rifle Range Rd, Robertsham; Penny Rd, 
Roodepoort West and Khama Street, Soweto.  

eTEKWENI - Bellair Rd, Cato Manor;  Road House Crescent, cnr River Rd and Road House 
Crescent, Riverside; cnr Tara Rd and Grays Inn Rd, Bluff; cnr Glanville Rd and Halifax Rd, 
Woodlands/Montclair; cnr Canehaven Drive and Northside Rd, Phoenix; Mount Edgecombe 
Drive, Mount Edgecombe; Sunset Drive, Woodhurst, Chatsworth; Malacca Rd, Red Hill; 
Pipdale Rd, Newlands; Travencor, Merebank; Nyati, Athlone Park, Prospecton; DSW Refuse 
Site, School Rd, Seadoone; Umtentweni Service Station, Umtentweni, Port Shepstone.

CAPE TOWN - Morning Star Gardens Refuse Camp, Van der Bijl Street, Durbanville; Potsdam 
Rd, Killarney; Somerset West, Sir Lowry’s Pass Rd, Gordons Bay; Main Rd, Hout Bay; Ladies 
Mile Rd, Constantia; Main Rd, Kommetjie; Collect-a-Can, Fisher Avenue, Epping; 10th 
Avenue, Retreat; Bunga Avenue, Settlers Way, Langa; Municipal Garden Refuse Site,  Raillway 
Rd, Woodstock; Orange Street, Tygerdal, Goodwood; Landfill Site, Sacks Circle, Bellville; 
Landfill Site, Coastal Park; Landfill Site, Vissershok.
 
PORT ELIZABETH - Parry Motors (Caltex), cnr LA Roche & Forest Hill Drive, Humewood; Airport 
Motors (Shell), 147 Heugh Road, Walmer; Steelmech (Kabega Service Station - BP), 615 Cape 
Road, Kabega Park; PE Service Centre (Shell), 520 Cape Road, Kabega Park; Rayvens Auto 
Service (Caltex) 361 Cape Road (cnr Cape & William Moffat Roads), Newton Park; FFS Refiners, 
61 Paterson Road, North End.

BURGERSFORT – 3 Industrial Rd, Burgersfort.

MIDDELBURG – 10 Celcius Street, Middelburg Industrial Area.

RUSTENBERG - 9 Coetzer Street, Rustenberg.

WEENEN - Andries Pretorius Street, Weenen.

NELSPRUIT - Farm Kia-Ora, Karino.

Sumpy Promotion: The Sumpy is being actively promoted to encourage the private 
DIY to dispose of his car engine oil in a responsible manner. These are easily available 
at franchised spares shops and supermarkets. Call your lubricant supplier now.

Pictured (below) is a Sumpy which holds 18 litres of used oil before it is emptied out 
at the nearest drop-off facility.

An enviro centre: Look out for these at one of the drop-off points listed below.

Sumpy


