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Waste Classification and Management System (WCMS)

The Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA) has
developed and piloted a national system for the 
collection of data on waste generation and management 
in the country. The South African Waste Information 
System (SAWIS) is currently being refined through the 
DEA’s development of a revised waste classification 
and management system, and would be formalised 
through National Waste Information Regulations,
which will be gazetted by end 2010.

The main objective of waste data collection is to 
allow for adequate waste management planning and 
prioritisation by the DEA, and to enable the Department 
to report on the success of national waste policy and 
waste management initiatives aimed at moving waste 
up the hierarchy from land filling to reuse, recycling, 
recovery or treatment.

The SAWIS comprises a central registry and a data 
capture facility. All waste management facilities as 
well as hazardous waste generators (generating 
more than 20 kg/day) are required to register on the 
system. Reporting to the system would, however, be 
required from waste management facilities only, i.e. 
reporting from the point of final management where 
waste is reused, recycled, recovered, treated or 
disposed, which could be the generator in the case of 
on-site waste management activity. Waste generators’ 
and transporters’ responsibility in terms of reporting 
would be to ensure the flow of information to the 
waste manager through a hazardous waste manifest 
system, which would be formalised through National 
Waste Classification and Management Regulations. 
The validity of waste data on types of hazardous
waste in the manifest will be the responsibility of the 
waste generator. 

The waste categorisation system will be incorporated 
into the National Waste Information Regulations, and
it will be mandatory for the waste management 
industry to report in accordance with this system 
once the WIS Regulations come  into force.
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The generators’ specific Standard Industry Code (SIC-code) would be 
captured upon registration. Categorising waste generators in terms 
of the SIC-codes would enable the DEA to efficiently report for national 
statistics (StatsSA), and is in line with industry sustainability reporting 
parameters.

In terms of the reports generated by the SAWIS, only reports that 
are aggregated per industry sector, or types of waste management 
options implemented, would be publicly accessible, which would 
ensure confidentiality of individual waste generators and management 
facilities.

Part 4 of the categorisation system will indicate what the final fate 
of the waste is, i.e. which management option or technique was 
implemented to deal with the specific waste stream. Three different 
types of codes  have been developed to reflect broad categories of 
management options for both general and hazardous waste as follows:

- R-code: Waste reuse, recycling and recovery options;
- T-code: Waste treatment technologies; and
- D-code: Waste disposal techniques.

Waste Management Method

Waste management facilities, when registering on the central registry
of the SAWIS, would incorporate these codes under their registration. 
This would allow for collection of information on waste treatment
options used in the country, and diversion of waste disposed to
landfill will be tracked by calculating reuse, recycling, recovery
and treatment rates. As the facility will register in terms of these 
codes (for each specific waste management activity at each site),
this information will not be tied to specific wastes (or ‘follow’ each 
stream) as it is already captured in the SAWIS and will be automatically 
related to specific waste types when waste management facilities 
report to the system. 

Hazardous Waste Generated Per Industry Sector

A list of divisions and corresponding identification codes allow 
for information to be gathered on waste generated and treated 
per industry sector. A specific provision and code for imported 

waste (i.e. generated outside the country) has not been included, 
as information on import and export of waste would be obtained 
through International Trade Administration Commission (ITAC) 
Regulations. (DTI import and export permit requirements.) 

Implementation and Reporting

The categorisation system will be enforced through the National
Waste Information Regulations, and the categories (Parts 1 to 5) would 
be included as an annex to the Re and treatment rates, and information
will be gathered of the types of waste generated and treated per 
industry sector. 

Currently, reporting to the SAWIS is required only up to Level 2 for 
waste types (i.e. Major Waste Types), and quantities generated are 
aggregated per municipal region. However, once the Waste Information 
Regulations have been gazetted, reporting will be required to include 
Level 3 wastes (Specific Waste Types), as well as the quantities from 
the specific generators of the waste (who would only be required to 
register on the SAWIS, not report). Waste managers will be required to 
report to the SAWIS, and will identify which management option/s are 
implemented at their facilities, i.e. a waste management facility would 
register individual plants (e.g. landfill and/or treatment plant and/or 
incinerator etc.) that are operating at the same site.

Provincial waste information systems would feed data into the national 
SAWIS. Where provincial systems exist, the generator would only 
register with the province, and waste managers would report to the 
province only, i.e. one point of registration and reporting. The province 
would be responsible for relaying information to the national system.

The above article was published with the kind permission of the DEA. 
This is a draft working document . A subsequent article will explain the 
effects on the used oil industry.

For more information, visit www.sawic.org.za or contact the
ROSE Foundation.

Global warming and environmental pollution has intensified our need 
to recycle our limited natural resources and to extend the lifespan of 
the manufactured products we use.

The lubricants industry is no exception and in light of increasing 
resource constraints in the European Union (EU), waste oil recovery 
and recycling are well-established and thriving industies there.

A Snapshot of Used Oil Recovery in the European Union

Statistics show that the total lubricant sales for the 27 EU countries 
is about 5.7 million tons per year, of which approx 2.7 million tons 
are considered collectable as waste oil. The figure for total waste oil 
actually collected is approximately 2 million tons per year, about 74% 
of collectable oil.

The prevailing trend is to re-refine used motor oil in the EU back into 
base oil. The European Union’s Waste Directive strongly favours re-
refining over burning for energy recovery, and as a result, it is thought 
that re-refined base oils could meet nearly a quarter of Europe’s base 
oil demand by 2020.

However, currently the European countries re-refine approximately 
only 25% of their recovered waste oil, despite having enough treatment 
facilities available to ensure the proper handling of all accumulating 
waste oils.

The majority is still being used for heating purposes and it would seem 
that this is due to economic factors as there is an additional cost to 
re-refining. If the cost of virgin base oils is high it makes the cost or 
re-refining more attractive and viable.

Waste Classification and Management System (WCMS) - Continued

How Does South Africa Compare?



“On 30 April 2010 I visited Magiqweni Junior Secondary School in 
Centane in the very south of the Eastern Cape where I completed 
my primary studies in 1998. I was welcomed with open arms by my 
former teachers whom I previously saw about ten years ago. I went 
there with parcels which were sponsored by ROSE, just to encourage 

kids who are doing well academically (top ten in each class from
grade one to grade nine). The grade R kids received balloons, while 
older learners received ROSE marketing items.

I made a short motivational speech to the kids telling them, that if I 
made it from the same school and same community which they are, 
there is nothing hindering them from succeeding with their studies. 

I also encouraged them to talk to me when they need help relating 
to career guidance, an advantage we never had in our time. I also 
mentioned environmental problems that were dominating in the rural 
areas, things like open veld fires, running unattended taps, throwing 
of rubbish in the running water and not to use empty oil containers to 
carry drinking water.” 

Sakhiwo Mzamo, after completing his BTech in Environmental Health 
at Cape Peninsula University of Technology, started employment at 
Engen Petroleum as a trainee in the Health and Safety Department.
He is now a Junior HSEQ Advisor based in Johannesburg. He has been 
with Engen for almost five years.

Sakhiwo can be contacted on  (t): 011 480 6229 or  (c): 084 717 6686.

Comparisons and Statistics

Taking EU countries such as the United Kingdom, Germany and 
Italy into account: The UK collects about  350 000 tons per annum 
out of a possible 410 000 tons collectable (85%)  as waste oil. Italy 
collects approximately 205 000 tons of waste oil per year, and have 
a well functioning government subsidy in place. Germany collects 
over 525 000 tons of used oil - that is 93% of the used oil generated
and available for collection. 

The United States of America, as a major user out of the EU, consumes 
over 2.5 billion gallons of oil per year! Of this, 1 billion gallons
(80%) is being recovered out of a possible 1.25 billion gallons.

Compare these to a country such as Australia with figures that 
more closely resemble those of South Africa. Australia consumes 
approximately 500 000 tons of lubricant oil a year, of which half is 
available for collection and approximately 194 000 tons (78%) is 
collected. Australia also has a substantial per litre government subsidy 
in place for re-refining.

In South Africa   

The used oil industry is still in its infancy in South Africa but has
enjoyed great success and achievements in the face of many challenges 
and compares extremely well on an international scale. According
to Raj Lochan, CEO of the ROSE Foundation, “It is estimated that
South Africa generates an average of 120 000 tons of used 
lubricant oil in a year.” “We are currently collecting approximately

80 000 tons (67%) of this but would like to see a significant increase 
in used oil collections to put us in line with global best practice.”

New oil consumption in South Africa is approximately 300 000 tons.
Most of the used oil in South Africa is recovered for use as a burning 
fuel. Lochan explains that locally less than 20% of our used oil is re-
refined to base oil with most being used as an industrial heating fuel.

How Does South Africa Compare? - Continued

Message from a ROSE Bursary Holder 

Far back left: Sakhiwo Mzamo with a group of learners from the school that he 
attended as a young learner.

Left to right: Raj Lochan, CEO ROSE Foundation with Fabio Dalla Giovanna, 
President EU Re-refining Association (GEIR) and Don Hunter, CEO FFS Refiners 
at a recent re-refining conference held in Brussels.



A former ROSE bursary holder through the Association for Educational
Transformation  (ASSET), Lihle Mqayi formerly of the Eastern Cape but 
now residing in  Khayelitsha, has joined ROSE  as an Environmental 
Advisor. He qualified in 2008 with a Bachelor of Science Honours 
degree from the University of the Western Cape majoring in 
Environmental and Water Science.  

After completing his degree Lihle worked at the Department of
Environmental Affairs and Development Planning, Western Cape 
for a short while, where his work entailed evaluating environmental
applications in terms of the National Environmental Management
Act, providing comments on assigned planning applications,
mining reports, and managing the planning and implementation of
assigned special projects. This work experience gave him a better
understanding of the Environmental Legislation in South Africa.

While a student, he  worked for the Wildlife and Environmental Society 
of South Africa (WESSA-WC), ROSE Foundation, Ninham Shand, 
ASSET and the University of the Western Cape. He also  volunteered at 
Siyazama Adult Centre (ABET) as the Maths and Science senior tutor 
for grade 12 learners,  and offered assistance to grade 11 and grade 
12 learners on Saturdays at Vuselela Primary (Khayelitsha).

His professional membership includes the Water Institute of
South Africa, Geological Society of South Africa – Groundwater
Division, University of the Western Cape Alumni, International
Hydrological Association of Hydrological Sciences and the
International Association of Hydrologists.

As the Environmental Advisor, Lihle will be working very closely with

the National Oil Recycling Association 
of South Africa (NORA-SA) in assisting 
with environmental compliance among 
the smaller collectors. He will be 
coaching and encouraging collectors to 
comply with environmental legislation 
through vehicle audits, adopting best 
practice, assisting them with product 
training, customer service and  business 
training for long-term sustainability 
of their businesses. He is based in 
Johannesburg, working from the Fuchs 
Lubricants offices in Isando. 

He sees the opportunity of working with ROSE as challenging 
but in the longer term rewarding for his personal growth. “I know 
that it will be a challenging task but I am ready to face up to those 
challenges and do my best in terms of providing environmental 
solutions. However, this won’t be easily achieved alone but with co-
operation from all relevant stakeholders nothing will be impossible.”

“I am also willing to ensure that all the ROSE Foundation partners
do comply with the legal requirements and adhere to the ROSE 
Foundation and NORA-SA objectives. I would like to thank the
ROSE Foundation for sponsoring my studies and accommodation 
while I was still a student at the University of the Western Cape.
I further appreciate their financial support to make my dream of
being an environmentalist a reality,” says Lihle. 

2009 was a year of continued success and achievements for the
ROSE Foundation and the NORA-SA partnership.

compared to R2.9 million in incentives paid out the previous year.

84 collectors, plus six approved storage facilities.

Pietermaritzburg and Weenen.   

Chloorkop.

collectors with environmental compliance and training.

encouraging and significantly increasing used oil collections. The new
model will encourage increased volumes by paying higher incentives 
to collectors who exceed their quantities from the previous year.  

in Burgersfort, Richards Bay and Rustenburg in 2010.

Environmental Advisor Onboard

NORA-SA AGM 2010 HIGHLIGHTS

The new NORA-SA Exco elected at the AGM: L-R, Back: Alison Haycock, 
Garner Bennie, Raj Lochan, Alton Beukes, Daniel Whitfield. Front: Leon van Dyk 
(Chairman), Gary Pearce, Enzo Tune, Christine Beukes. Not in picture:
Thomas Mahlangu and Don Hunter.



NORA-SA Collector Awards

Sidney Pigden of OSS –  National Collector of the 
Year and regional winner  from North East Gauteng.

Hennie Wentzel – regional winner in the Western 
Cape and fourth overall.

NORA-SA regional winners: L-R: Andries Marias, Garner Benni, Alex Boshego, Johannes Schroeder,
Sidney Pigden, Hennie Wentzel and Enzo Tune with Chairman of NORA-SA, Leon van Dyk (5th from 
left) and Chairman of ROSE, Andre de Wet (back). 

Andries Marais – regional winner in Mpmulanga 
and second in the national standings.

Alex Boshego  of OSS Burgersfort – winner of the 
bulk truck category. 

Enzo Tune – regional winner in North West 
Gauteng and fifth overall. 

 The award for Storage Depot of the Year 2009 
went to OSS, Middelburg. Frikkie Jacquire, Branch 
Manager with his Depot of the Year award.

The members of the Million Club whose wet volumes collected
in 2009 exceeded 1 million litres: Back: Ronel Herbst of Oil X Oil,
Adaan van der Merwe of Automotive Waste, Andre de Wet 
(Chairman, ROSE), Vinko Coetzee of Oil Recovery Services. 
Front: Leon van Dyk (Chairman, NORA-SA) and Jan Havenga.

The regional and national NORA-SA Competition for 2009, saw 
55 vehicles being evaluated according to stringent safety and
environmental criteria.  Overall there was a high level of competitiveness 
and eagerness to comply amongst the participating members. 

The regional winners were: Sidney Pigden of OSS from North East 
Gauteng, Andries Marais of OSS Middelburg from Mpumalanga,

Wesley Tucker of Euroblitz from Kwazulu Natal, Hennie Wentzel of
Oil Collection from the Western Cape and Enzo Tune from North
West Gauteng. The national collector of the year was Sidney Pigden 
who received a trophy and cash prize for his efforts. Congratulations 
to all the winners.



The Green Guide

ROSE Contact Details

Drop-off Points:
Do-It-Yourself (DIY) motorists are encouraged to use any of the sites below to drop off their 
used motor oil at the respective Municipal Garden Refuse sites.

TSHWANE - Maunde Rd, Pretoria West, Kwaggasrand; Stefanus Schoeman Rd, Valhalla;
Rigel Ave South (Delmas Rd), Garstkloof; Roslynne, Onderstepoort and Hans Strydom North t
Nelmapuis, Hatherley.

JOHANNESBURG - Ballyclare Drive, Bryanston Ext 7; 5th Avenue, Bez-Valley; Club Street,
Linksfield; Cnr Smith and 5th Avenue, Fairland; Melrose Street, Syferfontein; Pine Rd,
Norwood; Jim Fouche Road, Panorama; Victory Rd, Victory Park Estate; Johannes Rd,
Waterval; Woodlands Drive, Woodmead Ext 15; Bangalore Drive, Lenasia Ext 11; Cedar Rd,
Kyalami; Dale Rd, Kyalami; East Rd, Klipriviersberg; Flamingo Street, Lenasia Ext 6; Cnr
Impala & Vereeniging Rd, Rietvlei; Royal Park Drive, Mondeor; Heerengracht Rd, Eldorado Park 
Ext 4; Makhaya Avenue, Protea North; Sofasonke Street, Orlando; Bellona Rd, Middelfontein;
Circle Crescent, Eldorado Park Ext 5; Cnr Harry & Rifle Range Rd, Robertsham; Penny Rd,
Roodepoort West and Khama Street,t Soweto.

eTEKWENI - Bellair Rd, Cato Manor;  Road House Crescent, cnr River Rd and Road House 
Crescent, Riverside; cnr Tara Rd and Grays Inn Rd, Bluff; cnr Glanville Rd and Halifax Rd,

Woodlands/Montclair; cnr Canehaven Drive and Northside Rd, Phoenix; Mount Edgecombe
Drive, Mount Edgecombe; Sunset Drive, Woodhurst, Chatsworth; Malacca Rd, Red Hill;
Pipdale Rd, Newlands; Travencor, Merebank; Nyati, Athlone Park, Prospecton; DSW Refuse
Site, School Rd, Seadoone; Umtentweni Service Station, Umtentweni, Port Shepstone.

CAPE TOWN - Morning Star Gardens Refuse Camp, Van der Bijl Street, Durbanville; Potsdam 
Rd, Killarney; Somerset West, Sir Lowry’s Pass Rd, Gordons Bay; Main Rd, Hout Bay; Ladies
Mile Rd, Constantia; Main Rd, Kommetjie; Collect-a-Can, Fisher Avenue, Epping; 10th
Avenue, Retreat; Bunga Avenue, Settlers Way, Langa; Municipal Garden Refuse Site,  Raillway
Rd, Woodstock; Orange Street, Tygerdal, Goodwood; Landfill Site, Sacks Circle, Bellville;
Landfill Site, Coastal Park; Landfill Site, Vissershok.

BURGERSFORT – 3 Industrial Rd, Burgersfort.

MIDDELBURG – 10 Celcius Street, Middelburg Industrial Area.

For more information call the ROSE Foundation.

Approved Processors
Oil Separation Sales & Services (Pty) Ltd
BME
Exol Oil Refinery (Pty) Ltd
PPC Lime Limited
The Old Oil Man
FFS Refiners (Pty) Ltd
FFS Refiners (Pty) Ltd
FFS Refiners (Pty) Ltd
FFS Refiners (Pty) Ltd
FFS Refiners (Pty) Ltd
Green Mamba Oil Refinery
Kudu Oils

Germiston
Delmas

Krugersdorp
Limeacres

Krugersdorp
Durban

Port Elizabeth
Pietermaritzburg

Vissershok
Chloorkop
Centurion
Nelspruit

011 824 7580
013 665 1860
011 769 2257
053 385 8200
011 762 2557
031 465 1466
082 321 7267
033 398 1651
021 557 5301
011 976 2198
012 661 9888
013 751 2362


