
Autumn Issue 2007R E C Y C L I N G  O I L  S AV E S  T H E  E N V I R O N M E N T

Used oil collectors band
together in NORA SA

Interview with the
Chairman of NORA-SA

Environmental dates &
Approved Used Oil
Processors

Waste Management Bill

Cleaning up
the Forecourts

Used oil industry gears up to retrieve another 40 million litres a year.

Used oil collectors from around South Africa gathered together
recently in Gauteng to attend the first Annual General Meeting
of NORA-SA, the newly constituted National Oil Recycling
Association of South Africa.

The meeting was preceded by presentations and discussions
from the Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism,
Pretoria, the Department of Agriculture and Environmental
Affairs, Kwa-Zulu Natal and the Department of Environmental
Affairs and Development Planning, Western Cape. Presentations
were specifically focused on the pending Waste Bill, highlighting
the key elements with respect to the handling, storage, transport,
recording and reporting of hazardous waste (used oil).

Presentations were also made by the Chairmen of the ROSE
board and NORA-SA, stressing the importance of environmental
compliance and urging role players to operate in a safe and
responsible manner.

As from 1st March 2007, ROSE will be paying collectors 10
cents per litre as an Environmental Incentive (EI) for used oil
collections. All collectors who are members of NORA-SA and
abide by its code of conduct will be eligible for the EI.

In addition, processors and recyclers within the NORA-SA
membership and who are ISO 14001 certified will also qualify
for a Processor Incentive for the volumes processed.

To facilitate the collection of used oil in the remote areas, ROSE
will be establishing bulking points to assist smaller collectors.
This will save them transport costs.

The meeting was an important milestone for the lubricants
industry as it signifies the maturation of ambitious recycling
initiatives set-up over a decade ago.

NORA-SA has been formed specifically to promote the interests
of the South African used oil industry in the collection, storage,
refining, recycling and utilisation of used oil in a sustainable,
ethical, environmentally compliant and responsible manner.

The collection and recycling of used oil is a thriving business
in South Africa, which both protects the environment, and
creates employment opportunities for hundreds of collectors
and allied businesses in the country.

Growing worldwide environmental concerns about global
warming and pollution have fueled issues around the
consumption and recycling  of oil and other petroleum products
worldwide. The recycling of used lubricating oil in South Africa
is a well established industry, thanks largely to the efforts of
the ROSE Foundation, a national non-profit organization funded
by the lubricants industry.

The ROSE Foundation has managed the collection and recycling
of approximately 400 million litres of used oil in the last 12
years, which if irresponsibly discarded may have done untold
damage to the environment.

It is estimated that South Africa generates an average of 120
million litres of used lubricating oil in a year. An estimated 40
million litres which is unaccounted for, can still be collected.

“The ROSE Foundation is extremely concerned about the large
amount of used oil that is still not being collected, both because
of ignorance and blatant non-compliance with environmental
legislation”, says ROSE chairman, Andre De Wet.

“We realised that all the stakeholders of the used oil collection
and processing industry now need to work more closely together
to ensure all available used oil is accounted for and correctly
retrieved. ROSE facilitated the establishment of NORA-SA  to
empower the collectors and for collections to happen more
effectively.”

NORA-SA Chairman Don Hunter says that it is a priority for
the association to ensure all the collectors have the correct
skills and equipment to operate in an environmentally compliant
and safe manner.

ROSE and NORA-SA will be working together in improving the
recording of used oil collection volumes.

ROSE member companies are urged to encourage their
customers who generate used oil to insist on using NORA-SA
appointed collectors and ROSE approved processors. They
should also insist on a  used oil disposal certificate supported
by NORA-SA.

ROSE will report to the Government on behalf of NORA-SA,
administer an Environmental Incentive for collectors, co-ordinate
collector training, conduct audits and engage with the
Government on legislation impacting the industry.

The historic event was also attended by Regional and National Government
representatives, including Kama Chetty of the Deptartment of Environmental
Affairs & Development Planning in the Western Cape, Dr Tim Fasheun of
the Dept of Agriculture & Environmental Affairs, KwaZulu Natal and Obed
Baloyi Deputy Director: Pollution & Waste Information Systems for
the Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism with Don Hunter (L)
and Andre de Wet (R).

Insist on a used oil disposal certificate.



South Africa's draft Waste Management Bill is set to act as a legal framework
that provides a basis for the regulation of the country's waste management
initiatives. The Bill targets waste minimisation by promoting avoidance,
recovery, re-use and recycling and views disposal of waste as a last resort.

A lack of suitable landfill space and the high cost of waste management
have forced both National and Provincial Government to rethink the manner
in which waste is dealt with.  The Bill sets out measures for the storage,
collection, transportation, recovery, re-use, recycling, treatment, disposal
of waste, management of contaminated land and places a greater emphasis
on extended producer responsibility.

The Bill also outlines the roles and responsibilities of the three spheres
of Government and defines the requirements for the licensing of waste
management activities and related penalties for non-compliance.

Prior to 1997, South Africa employed non-binding guidelines for national
environmental management, with legislation left to the discretion of the
municipalities. The Bill supports legislation to the National Environmental
Management Act, which tackles issues such as air, water and marine
pollution, waste management, deforestation, energy efficiency and the
conservation of biodiversity.

The Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism (DEAT) plans to
establish a National and Provincial Waste Information System, which will
determine how much waste is generated in the various regions of the
country and assist with planning for landfill sites.

The Bill also empowers the MEC in charge of Environmental Affairs to
pass additional legislation to ensure compliance at Provincial and at
Municipal level.

Various stakeholder workshops have been held around the country and
the Bill is well on its way to becoming law in April 2008. Used oil has
already been classified as hazardous waste. The new legislation has tough
penalties, including a maximum fine of R10 million or imprisonment of
10 years for those found guilty of contravening the proposed measures.
The punitive measures are aimed at controlling and limiting the disposal
of waste and penalizing industries that fail to formulate industry waste
management plans or operate without the necessary licences.

It is expected that DEAT will present the Bill to Cabinet in June and table
it to Parliament in July 2007. It is expected to become law in April 2008.

Don Hunter, CEO of FFS Refiners (Pty)LTD
has been re-elected to serve another term as
Chairman of the National Oil Recycling Assoc
of S.A. (NORA SA). Sue Parker-Smith of
Catalyst Communications interviewed him.

What has been NORA-SA’s biggest
achievement to date?

• The biggest achievement of NORA-SA
has been to bring together a very disparate and fractured industry and set
everyone down the road of legal compliance and better environmental
practices. The first year has been taken up with establishing the legal
register, an operations manual, environmental auditing protocols and all the
necessary documentation.

What are your current priorities for NORA-SA?

• The next priority is to facilitate and assist in getting all the industry players
up to speed environmentally and earning the environmental incentive offered

by the ROSE Foundation.

Currently, what is the biggest challenge for NORA-SA?

• The biggest challenge is making sense of the complex and rapidly
changing legal requirements and being able to package them in an inexpensive
and least onerous way for our members.

Do you have any comments on the Waste Management Bill with
regard to NORA-SA?

• The proposed new Waste Management Bill will require tracking the
movement of used oils from source to disposal site and this function is
going to be carried out by the Rose Foundation. We will have this system
up and running within a few months and be ahead of legislation. It is our
intention to be a model industry in this regard.

Have you seen a change in SA industry awareness/attitudes
towards recycling oil and compliance with environmental
legislation?

• The awareness of the need for sound environmental practices is evident
in big business but has yet to filter down to small business.  The model that
the South African used oil industry has developed, where used oil carries
an intrinsic value and is well utilised, allows the process to be driven from
a solid commercial base and is thus less reliant on legislation and enforcement.
Ours is a sustainable model.

Elements of the Waste Management Bill.

Interview with the Chairman of NORA-SA.

FFS Refiners depot in Durban.

Approximately 80 million litres of used oil is collected annually.



Since the start of the collections in early 2004, Collect-a-Can and

ROSE have recycled  tons of metal cans and plastic bottles, preventing

the contamination of landfills around our towns and cities.

To date more than 200 tons of metal cans and 50 tons of plastic bottles have

been collected, which would otherwise have ended up in a landfill site.

Service stations are encouraged to participate in this initiative and

show their commitment to greening the environment.

Collect-a-Can CEO Funani Majona sees the staf f  on forecourts as

essential role players in the success of the recycling project, “It  is

crucial that the service stations buy into the concept of recycling used

oil containers - it is their environmental responsibility and we can’t do

it without their support.”

Are you a responsible service station owner/operator? Do you have your
empty top-up oil cans collected and disposed of responsibly? Or do you
just mix them with your domestic waste in the forecourt bins, so they
end up in the nearest landfill?

You need not let this happen in future. ROSE with Collect-A-Can continues
to responsibly collect and recycle all empty top-up oil cans.

Collections are done in the major centres being Cape Town, Port Elizabeth,
Durban ,  Johannesburg  and  Pre to r ia .  The  p rogramme is  funded
by the lubricants industry through the ROSE Foundation.

All empty metal cans and plastic bottles are collected through the Collect-
A-Can network of branches where the residual oil is decanted and then
sent for recycling.

For more details call the ROSE Foundation
or call Collect-A-Can.

JHB...............................................011 494 3623

Pretoria.........................................012 804 9408

Cape Town.....................................021 534 7010

Durban...........................................031 700 5935

Cleaning up the Forecourts with COLLECT-A-CAN.

Cans being baled.

Decanting of residual oil.

Use NORA-SA registered collectors.



Environmentally Compliant Storage Depots
Cape Town...................................Cnr Lood & Viben Streets, Brackenfell, 7560 
Durban.......................................................103 Vintner Place, Prospecton, 4110 
Port Elizabeth............................................61 Paterson Road, North End, 6001  
Johannesburg........................................18 Nellmapius Street, Chamdor, 1739
Middelburg.........................10 Celsius Street, Middelburg Industrial Area
Germiston.........................27 Profab Crescent, Delville, Ext 4, Germiston

ROSE Contact Details
ROSE Foundation •  Suite A9, Waverley Court  •  7 Kotzee Road, Mowbray 7700 •  Tel: (021) 448 7492
 Fax: (021) 448 7563  •  E-mail: usedoil@iafrica.com  •  Website address: www.rosefoundation.org.za

Old Oil Man
Johannesburg
011 762  2557

Exol Oil Refinery
Johannesburg
011 769  2257

Bulk Mining Explosives
Johannesburg
011 709 8765

Oil Separation Solutions
Germiston
011 824  7580

FFS Refiners (Pty) Ltd
Johannesburg
011 976 2198

FFS Refiners (Pty) Ltd
Pietermaritzburg
033 398 1651

FFS Refiners  (Pty) Ltd
Durban
031 902 8560/465 1466

FFS Refiners (Pty) Ltd
Port Elizabeth
041 367 2940

FFS Refiners (Pty) Ltd
Cape Town
021 557  5301/982 5267

PPC Lime
Lime Acres
053 385  8200

Approved Used Oil Processors

The Green Guide

Important Environmental DatesImportant Environmental DatesImportant Environmental Dates
International Day of Biological Diversity.................22 May
World Environment Week................................4 – 8 June
World Environment Day.......................................5 June
World Day to Combat Desertification.......................7 June
World Population Day..............................................11 July

Only dispose of used oil through ISO 14001 accredited processors.


