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ROSE Foundation NORA-SA Workshop

Members of the
ROSE Foundation

RECYCLING OIL SAVES THE ENVIRONMENT

SPRING 2007SPRING 2007

ROSE Foundation and NORA-SA Members debating the strategic issues at the workshop.

In August 2007, ROSE & NORA-SA members met for a strategic planning workshop to evaluate what the organisation had successfully
achieved to date, and to review the existing mission, vision and objectives. The workshop also gave members the opportunity to plot
the way forward in the light of key developments in the industry, including the proposed Waste Management Bill, and the formation of
the collectors’ organisation, NORA-SA.

“We want to increase the retrieval of collectable used oil from the current estimated 50% to at least 80% of available used oil by 2010,”
said ROSE Chairman, Andre de Wet, in reviewing the outcomes of the workshop.

“South Africa generates an average of 120 million litres of used lubricant oil in a year. One third of collectable oils are currently directly
collected through ROSE, approximately another third is gathered by independent collectors or used up, but an estimated 40 million
litres is unaccounted for. ROSE wants the NORA-SA collectors to find that oil.”

Chairman of NORA-SA (National Oil Recyclers Association of South Africa) Don Hunter, also attended the workshop and emphasised
the need for education and awareness in the used oil industry: “The role of NORA-SA must be clearly communicated and understood
by all stakeholders.”

ROSE members concluded the workshop by committing to the development of sustainable partnerships with NORA-SA and other groups
in the industry who are committed to meeting environmental and ethical standards of business practice.

Some strategic objectives agreed upon at the workshop include:

•   Promote the collection of at least 80% of collectable used oils by 2010.

•   Create awareness in the mind of the public that used oil is a hazardous but recyclable resource.

•   Influence the behaviour of customers in their handling and disposal of used oil through effective educational and marketing campaigns.

•   Work with Government to implement enabling legislation to manage environmentally responsible collection and recycling of used
     oil and related waste.

•   Develop synergistic, stable and sustainable partnerships with groups that have similar objectives.

•   To ensure that the role of the National Oil Recycling Association of South Africa (NORA-SA) is clearly communicated and understood
     by all stakeholders.

•   Develop and implement an equitable environmental incentive for collections in outlying areas.

•   Mini tanks to be successfully rolled out to all collectors and administered in an equitable manner.

•   Roll out the network of bulking points to address gap areas.

•   Consider investments in improving the handling of various used oil containers at collector and bulking facilities to 
     increase volumes collected.

ROSE Mission We promote and encourage environmentally responsible
collection and recycling of used oils and related waste in Southern Africa.
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ROSE and NORA-SA are well ahead in gearing up for the expected
implementation of the amended Waste Management Bill in April 2008. But the
proposed legislation is complex and it will take some time for all the stakeholders
in the waste industry to realise the implications and adapt to the challenges
of the act.

In a recent presentation to Parliament, Joanne Yawitch, Deputy Director-General
of the Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism (DEAT), commented
that the lack of waste management planning and bad habits in dealing with
waste were a major problem: “South Africa has become a ‘throw away society’,
and there are currently some 1327 known disposal sites in the country, a
further 639 sites known of but not permitted and fifty odd hazardous sites
that are illegal.”

Problems in South Africa include waste disposal on river banks, which are
both changing the course of and polluting rivers; the creation of open dump
disposal areas threatening bordering residents; the general burning of waste
causing air pollution; and unauthorised waste processing involving hazardous
substances.

One of the most important aspects of the new bill is the definition of waste.
The new bill, said Yawitch, covered both the essential aspect of definitions so
that regulations could process rulings essential to the control, monitoring and
criminalisation of offenders. The principal was to control the disposal of waste
and not ban it.

Extended Producer Responsibility
The act strongly emphasises “Extended Producer Responsibility Measures”
actions that extend a person’s financial or physical responsibility for a product
to the post-consumer stage of the product. This “cradle to the grave approach”
on waste management may require:

Any business which sells a product that may be used by the public and
which will result in the generation of hazardous waste must take reasonable
steps to inform the public of the impacts of that waste on human health
and the environment.

Waste Information System (WIS)
The Bill provides for the establishment of a waste information system for the
recording, collection, management and analysis of data and information. It
must include data on the quantity and type or classification of waste generated,
stored, transported, treated, transformed, reduced, reused, recycled, recovered
and disposed of.

Registers have to be developed about waste management activities that have
been licensed so that holders of waste management licences and locations
where licensed waste management activities may be conducted can be
monitored.

Specific Responsibilities

Generators

Generators of waste have a responsibility to avoid the generation of waste or
to minimise the toxicity and amount of waste generated, and to reduce, reuse,
recycle and recover waste.

The responsibility extends to ensuring that the waste is treated and disposed
of in an environmentally sound manner.

Business owners are responsible for the actions of their staff and must prevent
any employee from contravening a provision of this Act.

Collectors

Businesses may only allow licensed collectors to collect waste. According to
the law, persons transporting waste for gain have to register with the waste
management officer in the municipality, province or the Department.

They have to take all reasonable steps to prevent any spillage of waste or
littering from a vehicle used to transport waste.

Where hazardous waste is transported for purposes other than disposal, a
person transporting the waste must ensure that the facility or place to which
the waste is transported is authorised to accept such waste prior to offloading
the waste from the vehicle and must obtain written notification that the waste
has been accepted.

The law makes provision for incentives to promote waste collection and
recycling and the ROSE Foundation has already introduced a series of financial
environmental incentives to encourage the collection of used oil. All collectors
who are members of NORA-SA and abide by its code of conduct are eligible
for the EI.

Storage Facilities and Depots
Waste storage facilities must ensure that the containers in which any waste
is stored are intact and measures are taken to prevent accidental spillage or
leaking and pollution of the environment or harm to health are prevented.

Processors

Unless otherwise specified in this Act, every person who undertakes a waste
management activity must, before undertaking the activity, ensure that the
reuse, recycling and recovery of the waste  -

(a) uses less natural resources than disposal; and

(b) to the extent possible, is less harmful to the environment than disposal.

Used oil is classified as hazardous waste.

Are YOU prepared for the Waste Management Act?
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I am
ready for the Act.

Are you?

•   waste minimisation programmes.

•   awareness programmes to inform the public of the impact of waste.

•   specifying the percentage of products that must be recovered.

•  requiring the producer of a specified product to carry out a life
   cycle assessment in accordance with waste standards.



FFS Refiners CEO Don Hunter, with NORA-SA collectors and DEADP representative Nokuzula Sukwana at the opening.

FFS Refiners Brackenfell Depot opening

FFS refiners have always played a prominent role in the waste stream industry.

Don Hunter is committed to the industry and has provided active leadership
in the establishment and development of NORA-SA. When ROSE decided to
shift its focus from direct involvement and funding of the collection of used
oil to education and providing incentives to encourage environmental compliance,
ROSE sold off its four depots countrywide.

FFS seized the opportunity to buy three of the depots.  The handover of
the Brackenfell depot to FFS marks a turning point in used oil recycling.
The transfer of the ROSE depots to the industry marks the successful
maturation of the used oil recycling programme, initiated by the lubricants
industry in April 1994.

At the launch ROSE Foundation Chairman Andre de Wet commended FFS
on its astute approach to the used oil business and on its responsible
environmental ethos, describing FFS as ‘one of the most successful
recycling stories in South Africa’.

He also recognised the success of the ROSE programme. “The model developed
by ROSE is on a par with the highest world standards, and provides a valuable
disposal system for the generators of used oil.”

Despite this success, ROSE isn’t relaxing its focus on supporting the collectors
of used oil through NORA-SA and on educating the generators of used oil.

The organization still hopes to increase the collection of used oil
substantially in South Africa from the current 80 million litres per annum
to 120 million litres per annum and is incentivizing collectors and
processors to meet this objective.

FFS processes used oil in an environmentally responsible way. After the
material is processed to remove particulants, the used oil is either recycled,
used for industrial heating or reduced to a diesel oil equivalent containing low
ash and sulphur contaminants for industrial heating. Heavy metals are disposed
of to encapsulated landfill sites.

It is a sustainable business - the industrial heating fuel market in South
Africa alone constitutes 50 000 tons per month and there is a 7000 tons
per month market for lubricating oils. The cost of recycling is high but
still financially viable.

World practice is moving increasingly towards re-refining back to base
oil. FFS has developed hydro-treating technology which is more
environmentally acceptable.

Noxolo Sidzuma, who lives in
Langa with her single mother
and four sisters matriculated
in 2005 from Sophumelela
High School and achieved a
merit aggregate with a
distinction in geography. It
was this achievement and
interest in geography, which
encouraged her to embark on
a Nature Conservation degree,
which she is completing at
the Cape Peninsula University
of Technology. She is currently
a second year student and achieved a distinction for Plant Studies II this year.
She looks forward to graduating and devoting her time to protecting the
natural environment with a particular interest in water preservation projects.
She is also interested in health issues related to the environment. Her interests
are studying, watching movies, shopping and spending time with her many
good friends.

Saziso Ngalo, who is 22 years
old, lives in Khayalitsha and
attended Luhaza Secondary
School where he matriculated
in 2004. Saziso is one of five
boys all living with their
single mother. He is the only
one in his family studying at
a Higher Education Institution
and is currently a second year
Environmental Management
student at the Cape Peninsula
University of Technology.
During the university term he
l ives in residence.  He
describes himself as hard working and has passed all courses he has taken.
He is particularly interested in Geographical Information Systems and
Environmental Management. He feels that he can play a future role in
analysing global warming and climate change. Saziso feels optimistic
about the future and hopes to further his studies at postgraduate level,
ultimately achieving a PhD. He is passionate about rugby, which he played
at school and enjoys watching games on television.

Future Champions
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An Association supported by the ROSE Foundation

NORA-SA and the cycle of used oil

1. Generators:

Used oil is a hazardous waste product. It is
generated wherever there is machinery in
operation that requires lubricants i.e. in
factories, workshops, the mining industry,
heavy manufacturing, agriculture and transport.

3. Storage:

Used oil is stored at environmentally
approved depots and bulk storage facilities,
managed by NORA-SA members.

4. Recycling:

Used oil is sent for recycling to ISO
14001 approved processers who sell
it as heating fuel to the industry. ROSE
audits the processing facilities to
ensure environmental compliance.

What is used oil?

Used oil is any waste lubricant oil: lubricant fluids that are placed in engines, gearboxes and hydraulic systems.

How does used oil damage the environment?

Used lubricant oil is hazardous because it contains toxic compounds and harmful metallic dust particles that can be very dangerous
to your health. Spilled oil decomposes very slowly and remains in the environment for a long period, polluting the soil and water.

Why recycle used oil?

Recycling used motor oil keeps it out of rivers, lakes, streams and ground water. In many cases, that also means keeping it out of
our drinking water, off our beaches and away from wildlife. We all share the responsibility of protecting our environment and keeping
our waters safe. Recycling used oil allows us to continue to enjoy what many of us take for granted every day - clean water.

How can you help?

•  Only use NORA-SA registered collectors.

•  Insist on a used oil disposal certificate from your NORA-SA accredited collector.

•  Only dispose of used oil through ISO 14001 accredited processors.

2. Collection:

Used oil is collected from customers
by NORA-SA accredited collectors.
ROSE supports the NORA-SA
collectors with training, equipment
and incentives. ROSE conducts
annual audits on collectors.
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“The payouts are an encouraging reward for all the collectors
and are helping to grow the volumes of oil collected,” says NORA-
SA North West Gauteng Branch Chairman, Mike Molahlehi.

Who is NORA-SA?

The National Oil Recycling Association
of South Africa was formed in November
2005. The organisation represents over
60 Collectors and Processors of used oil.

•  Ensure a sustainable,
 environmentally responsible, viable and

 well-organised oil industry.
•  Promote a code of conduct and good practice

among its members.
•  Lobby Government to develop enabling and

empowering legislation to support and manage
the used oil industry.

•  Promote goodwill and co-operation for the
mutual benefit of all stakeholders.

What are
the objectives of

NORA-SA?

The ROSE Foundation has already paid out more than R1.2 million to end August

2007 in Environmental Incentives (EI) for used oil collections, since the programme

was introduced in March this year. The payouts have mostly been made to small

NORA-SA collectors that have abided by the organisation’s code of conduct.

To qualify for the incentive, collectors have to meet the following requirements:

•  Be a member of NORA-SA

•  Be audited by ROSE Foundation

•  Abide by the Code of Conduct of NORA-SA

•  Record the details of all volumes collected from used oil generators

•  Record the disposal of used oil through approved processors

•  Dispose of their used oil collections through an approved NORA-SA / ROSE

processor (ISO 14001 Certified)

Environmental Incentive payout

What is the Mission
Statement?

To promote the interests of the South African
used oil industry in the collection, storage,

refining, recycling and utilisation of used oil in
a sustainable, ethical, environmentally compliant

and responsible manner.



021 557 5301
031 902 8560
041 367 2940
011 762 5506
011 762 2557
082 455 0513
011 824 7580

The Green Guide

1 October - World Habitat Day
8-14 October - World Weedbuster Week

17 October - World Food Day
15 -19 October - National Marine Week

20 October - National Marine Day
21 November - Universal Childrens’ Day

25 November - Big Birding Day
16 December - Day of Reconciliation

........................................................
......................................

................................................
............................................

..........................
...........................

Approved Used Oil Processors and Collectors
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FFS Refiners (Pty) Ltd
Port Elizabeth
041 484 1536

Important Environmental Dates

..............................................

    If you recycle 9 litres of  used oil you can generate enough electricity to run the averagehousehold for almost 24 hours.


