
Board Members: Left to right, front: Joseph Malatji, Ishmael Kunene, Dave Tatz, Arnand Moodley, Morgan Kristen, Neli Gumede, 
Steaphan Mac Donald. Back: Chocky Moodley, Jaco Verwey, Stanton Subramoney and Logan Moodley.

Since its formation in January 2012, the South African Industrial Container Reconditioners Association (SAICRA)
recently held its Inaugural Annual General Meeting on 03 July 2013.
 
The 32 member strong organisation, which represents reconditioners of industrial containers and the new drum 
manufacturers, promotes responsible environmental management of the collection, transportation and reconditioning of 
industrial containers in South Africa and has already made excellent progress in implementing self-regulation measures.

RECYCLING OIL SAVES THE ENVIRONMENT
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SAICRA Celebrates Its First Year with a Drumroll of Achievements

WINTER 2013WINTER 2013

SAICRA members enjoying benefits 
 
Compliance must be beneficial and SAICRA offers its 
membership strong support in the form of assistance 
with legal and Government updates, Stack Emission 
Tests for Air Emissions Licenses, training, accounts 
administration and plant audits to highlight areas of 
non compliance. Members are given management 
improvement plans and time frames
for compliance. 
 
SAICRA members have been given a competitive
rate for their waste management license applications.
There have been 22 applications made to the DEA 
through Ecopartners and 4 applications with other 
service providers, with SAICRA subsidising the first
R20 000 towards the license costs. 
 
ROSE has initiated stack emissions testing at member 
plants with incinerators in preparation for their 
Atmospheric Emissions License. 

“We aim to operate as a collective rather than individual 
companies,” explains Dave Tatz Chairman of SAICRA. 
The AGM provided an opportunity to take stock of 
the trends and challenges confronting the industry 
and to celebrate the achievements of the fledgling 
organisation.

 Tracking global trends
 
SAICRA is striving to implement global best practice
by obtaining international affiliations. Guest speaker
Eddy Schuer from Pack2Pack in Belgium presented 
current European legislation and best practices for 
container reconditioning in Europe. 
 
The size of the European container reconditioning 
industry is vast. Europe has an organisation equivalent
to SAICRA called SERRED which is active in 14 
European countries and which collectively reconditions 
over 12 million steel and plastic drums and over 
3,5 million IBC’s per year, in addition to manufacturing 
over 45 million drums and 6 million IBCs per annum.
 
Some of the key issues affecting the European 
container reconditioning market that Schuer highlighted 
included:

• Obtaining permits for the transportation of waste  
 packaging across various countries and the   
 difficulties in setting benchmarks for the pressure  
 testing of containers. 

• Streamlining complicated documentation and 
 permits required for the transportation of waste 
 packaging across various European territories.



• Setting suitable benchmarks for the quality testing of containers 
 following maintenance or reconditioning, specifically pressure testing 
 and IBC leakproof testing.
 
• The characterisation of emptied industrial packaging being transported
 for reconditioning as waste and specifically dealing with toxic residues 
 in ‘empty’ industrial packaging when transporting it.
 
 • The development of sustainable industrial packaging that will enhance 
 recycling capabilities.

• A focus on developing improved waste treatment options and 
 sustainable solutions.

Current SA Challenges

Environmental legislation (NEMA) is becoming more challenging, 
particularly for small players, as local and global pressure for 
environmental compliance grows.
 
ROSE is concerned with the level of compliance within the broader 
reconditioning industry, says ROSE Chairman, Johan Hyman,
“We recognise that all members of the reconditioning industry do 
not necessarily want to join SAICRA  but the benefits of belonging
to such an organisation are broad, not even mentioning the support
in achieving compliance with Government legislation.”
 
“ROSE’s members have an obligation to ensure that their waste streams 
are managed in an environmentally responsible manner and as such 
we will continue to support recycling industries that strive towards 
compliance.”
 
The Chemical Industry represented by CAIA (Chemical and Allied 
Industries Association) also supports the objectives of SAICRA and 
recommends that its members make use of drum re-conditioners 
registered with SAICRA. 
 
Once the revised standard for the transportation of previously certified 
packaging, SANS 10406, is adopted, all drum re-conditioners in SA will 
have to be verified for compliance against the standard.
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SAICRA Celebrates Its First Year with a Drumroll Of Achievements - Continued

Centre: Eddy Schuer of the European drum reconditioners (SERRED). Left to right: 
Johan Hyman (ROSE Chairman), Dave Tatz (SAICRA Chairman), Louise Lindeque 
(CAIA) and Raj Lochan (ROSE CEO).

SAICRA / ROSE Memorandum of Understanding

At the recently held Annual General Meeting of SAICRA, a Memorandum 
of Understanding was signed with the ROSE Foundation. A similar 
agreement was signed with the Chemical Industry (CAIA) in 2012. 
 
The agreement is proof of a collaborative relationship between the 
associations for the mutual benefit of all members. The purpose  of the 
MOU is to realise the following:

• Formalise co-operation between ROSE and SAICRA in identified areas 
 in order to promote the safe and environmentally responsible 
 collection, transportation and reconditioning of all collectable used 
 lubricant containers.

• Establish an agreed framework for co-operation and collaboration and 
 to further create an opportunity for ROSE and SAICRA to give input 
 where appropriate.

• Support the reconditioning of lubricant containers, used for the 
 storage and transport of lubricants, in an environmentally responsible 
 and safe manner in order to ensure the viability and sustainability of 
 both the lubricants and industrial container reconditioning industry.

• Formalise ROSE’s role in providing SAICRA with administration 
 support until SAICRA can manage its own administration.

Some areas of co-operation include:

• The development, promotion and the implementation of legislation and 
 best practice standards for the safe and environmentally responsible 
 collection, transport and reconditioning of all collectable lubricant 
 containers.

• The two parties will consult each other when it comes to the 
 development of new best practice standards or the amendment 
 of current standards that influence the collection, transport and 
 reconditioning of lubricant containers.

• Technical support relating to the properties of lubricants previously 
 contained in the lubricant containers sent for reconditioning. 

Left to right front: Dave Tatz (SAICRA Chairman) and Johan Hyman (ROSE Chairman)
sign the MOU. Back: Steaphan Mac Donald and Chocky Moodley, both SAICRA Board 
Members. 
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Non-Compliance with the Waste Act

The National Environmental Management Waste Act No. 59 of 2008 
introduces severe criminal liability for directors and companies who
are non-compliant.
 
The list of potential offences for waste generators is extensive and the 
penalties are substantial. Those who disregard the Waste Act and related 
legislation, including directors, could face prosecution in the form of a 
fine and/or imprisonment.
 
For example, starting or conducting a listed waste management activity 
without the required waste management licence is subject to a maximum 
fine of R10-million and/or imprisonment for a period of up to ten years. 
A number of offences are equally punishable. The holder of waste will 
also be guilty of failing to take all reasonable measures to prevent any 
employee or any person under his or her supervision from contravening 
the Waste Act.
 
Furthermore, a person who is convicted of an offence in terms of the 
Waste Act but then carries on with that activity may receive a fine of 
R1 000 and/or face imprisonment for up to 20 days for each day that 
person persisted in committing that offence. Industries have generally 
welcomed the new legislation and have shown their willingness to
work with government on improving the approaches and systems
in a bid to comply.
 

Even though the industry might have disregarded the new legislation 
before, large organisations are now showing an increasing commitment 
to understanding the legislation and responding to it in order to improve 
consumers’ view of themselves as responsible corporate citizens and 
to avoid disciplinary penalties – as the risks of non-compliance become 
more stringent.

Enforcement 
 
Compliance and enforcement of the Waste Act is managed by the 
EMIs (Environmental Inspectors). EMIs have extensive investigative 
powers and are equipped to fulfil their duties in conjunction with the 
South African Police Service (excluding commissioned officers), and are 
permitted to conduct an inspection where there is reasonable suspicion 
of a criminal offence. 
 
Enforcement remains with the DEA, who is also responsible for 
overseeing the enforcement of most other environmental legislation
in the country, while the prosecution of offenders will remain with
the National Prosecuting Authority.

Bulking Point in Mossel Bay

The first bulking point in the Southern Cape was opened by Eden District 
Municipal Councillor HJ McCombi on 19 April 2013 in Mossel Bay. 
He lauded the establishment for helping to facilitate responsible waste 
management within the municipalities in the region; “If we do not work in 
partnership, we cannot make South Africa better,” he said. 
 
The facility has a capacity of 31 500 litres with a holding tank of
23 000 litres and two smaller tanks of 5000 and 3500 litres to receive 
used oil from collectors.
 
The initiative was the brainchild of Leon Van Dyk of Oil Separation 
Solutions (OSS). He tirelessly canvassed the involvement and 
participation of the municipalities in the region. All the necessary 
permits and approvals were issued for the facility by the local municipality 
before the operations commenced. Complementary drop-off points at 
the municipal refuse sites have been provided by the ROSE Foundation 
to encourage the public to dispose of used oil. The Envirocentres are 
located in Plettenberg Bay, Knysna, Riversdale, Mossel Bay, George, 
Stilbaai and Oudtshoorn. Local government and businesses have 
welcomed the installation and are committed to use them. Leon Van Dyk, 
who manages the local OSS branch and actively engages with the local 
Agricultural Co-ops, municipalities and other generators of used oil, 
says, “the support afforded by the provincial government during recent 
road shows and presentations was highly appreciated. The role played 
by the local municipalities in the Eden District, who have been overly 
receptive to the project, was also welcomed.”
 
Eddie Hammekom, Chief Director of the Dept of Environmental Affairs 

in the Western Cape, was also present at the opening and welcomed the 
opening of such a facility. “In 2009 South Africa changed gears with 
respect to waste management and this facility is testimony to that”,
he said.
 
The opening was well attended by businesses and local government.

Left to right: Leon van Dyk (OSS Mossel Bay), Councillor HJ McCombi, 
Leonard Bianchina (OSS Chairman) and Raj Lochan (CEO ROSE).
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ROSE Contact Details

Non-Compliance with the Waste Act - Continued

SUMPYEndorsed by the 
ROSE Foundation

Oil Separation Solutions Sales & Services (Pty) Ltd Burgersfort (013) 231 8492
Oil Separation Solutions Sales & Services (Pty) Ltd  Rustenburg (014) 592 6001
Oil Separation Solutions Sales & Services (Pty) Ltd Middelburg (013) 246 2033
Oil Separation Solutions Sales & Services (Pty) Ltd Mossel Bay 082 651 6228
Oil Recovery Services Weenen, KZN 082 801 4472
Kia-Ora Oils  Nelspruit 082 554 1687
FFS Refiners (Pty) Ltd Richards Bay (035) 788 0130
FFS Refiners (Pty) Ltd Port Elizabeth (041) 484 1536
FFS Refiners (Pty) Ltd Durban (031) 902 8560
FFS Refiners (Pty) Ltd Cape Town (021) 982 5267

Approved Storage Facilities

Oil Separation Solutions Sales & Services (Pty) Ltd  Germiston (011) 824 7580
BME Delmas (013) 665 1860
PPC Lime Limited Limeacres (053) 385 8203
The Old Oil Man Krugersdorp (011) 762 2559 
FFS Refiners (Pty) Ltd Durban (031) 465 1466 
FFS Refiners (Pty) Ltd  Pietermaritzburg (033) 398 1651 
FFS Refiners (Pty) Ltd Cape Town (021) 557 4529
FFS Refiners (Pty) Ltd Johannesburg (011) 976 2198
Green Mamba Oil Refinery Centurion (012) 661 9888 
Kudu Oils  Nelspruit (013) 751 2362 
Enfields Chemicals CC Durban (031) 702 9778
Gecco Fuels Cape Town (021) 371 6777

Approved Processors

Director liability

Many company directors are unaware of the fact that their businesses 
do not hold the required permits or licences and it is recommended 
that SA businesses conduct an audit to ensure their compliance with 
environmental legislation. 
 
Under NEMA, a corporation’s officer may, in certain circumstances, 
personally be criminally liable for an offence and damages.
 
A corporation’s director may also be criminally prosecuted and liable 
to pay civil damages if the director fails to take all reasonable steps 
necessary to prevent an offence.
 
In terms of the Waste Act, businesses are obliged to avoid waste 
generation and, where it cannot be avoided, to reduce the toxicity 
and amount of care regarding waste management and disposal, and 

the potential sanctions faced by those who fail to take the requisite 
reasonable measures, businesses should re-evaluate their waste 
management practices.
 
Section 24 of the Constitution of the Republic of South Africa provides 
that: “Everyone has the right-

a. to an environment that is not harmful to their health or well-being; and
b. to have the environment protected, for the benefit of present and 
 future generations, through reasonable legislative and other
 measures that-
 
 (i) prevent pollution and ecological degradation;
 (ii) promote conservation; and
 (iii) secure ecologically sustainable development and use of natural 
 resources while promoting justifiable economic and social 
 development.”


