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The Green Guide

SA Moving Towards Global Best Practice in Waste Management

The long awaited Waste Act 2008 (Act No. 59 of 2008) 
has finally been signed into Law and will come into effect 
from the beginning of July. This is a great milestone for 
the waste management sector, which has long been 
governed under various pieces of legislation. 

The Waste Act seeks to encourage the prevention and 
minimisation of waste generation, whilst promoting 
reuse and recycling of the waste and to only consider 
disposal of waste to landfill as a last resort. 

According to Obed Baloyi of DEAT, the Department has 
published a waste management activity list which is 
currently out for comment.  

“We are also working on a National Waste Management
Strategy - the master plan that will guide how the Act is 
implemented with relevant time frames and benchmarks 
in place. This will be completed by June 2010.”

“Going forward, we plan to hold open days that will 
allow involved and interested parties the chance to 
gather and discuss waste management issues in general. 
We will also be making use of a media campaign to 
educate and inform the South African public.” 

“We are extremely excited and optimistic about the 
implementation and future successes of the Act. It is a
victory for the country that this important legislation is 
finally set to come into effect,” says Baloyi.  

“With the implementation of an effective 
waste management plan, South Africa 
will be on par with global best practice,” 
says Raj Lochan, CEO of the ROSE 
Foundation.

“The ROSE Foundation has pre-empted
the Act and has been a pioneer in the 
‘extended producer responsibility’ the
legislation refers to, with the lubricants’
industry leading the way in educating
the market and driving the collection
and recycling of used oil and directly 

incentivising collections through NORA-SA,” says 
Lochan.

“We have also been proactively working with Collect-
a-Can to collect used oil cans and containers from 
service station forecourts – who are well aware of their 
responsibility towards their packaging.”

“The ROSE Foundation and NORA-SA have worked
actively with Government for many years to implement 
enabling legislation to manage environmentally
responsible collection and recycling of used oil and
related waste in the lubricants industry,” explains Lochan.

“We have seen great success in broad based 
environmental compliance in the handling of waste 
streams generated by the lubricants industry,
and moving forward, ROSE plans to focus more 
intensively on ensuring that other waste streams
are managed in an environmentally responsible
manner.”

“We will also continue to optimise the environmental 
management of other related waste streams like 
empty oil drums sent for re-conditioning.”

“ROSE and NORA-SA have placed a priority on
participation in the continual regulatory change process 
that is taking place and thus making every effort to 
ensure that the lubricants industry’s needs and concerns 
are taken into account,” concludes Lochan.

For more information on the Waste Act, 
please contact:

Mr Obed Baloyi, Director of Waste 
Policy and Information Management: 
012 310 3833 or obaloyi@deat.gov.za

Ms Khashiwe Masinga:
012 310 3377 or kmasinga@deat.gov.za

A scanned copy of the Act can be 
accessed on www.sawic.org.za
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ROSE Contact Details

Environmentally Approved Storage Facilities
Cape Town  Cnr Lood & Viben Streets, Brackenfell, 7560 021 982 5267
Port Elizabeth                     61 Paterson Road, North End, 6001 041 484 1536
Durban             103 Vintner Place, Prospecton, 4110 031 902 8560
Durban                     39 Karrim Lane , Clairwood, 4052 031 465 0354
Middelburg  10 Celsius Street, Middelburg Industrial Area, 1055 013 246 2033
Germiston   27 Profab Crescent, Delville, Ext 4, Germiston, 1400 011 824 7580
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RMI, the Retail Motor Industry Organisation, and the ROSE 
Foundation will be working together to communicate 
the issues around collecting and recycling used oil 
to the motor industry.

Approximately 3.3 million motor transactions take 
place every day in SA. RMI is the lead voice in the motor 
industry and as a member-owned and driven organisation, 
represents the best interests of its 8000 members whose needs are 
serviced out of six regional offices, manned by 84 professional staff 
as well as 15 professional trade associations.

“The RMI is an extremely well-established, professional organisation 
that continues to grow as it attracts support through its prestigious 
reputation,” says Raj Lochan, CEO of the ROSE Foundation. “We are 
extremely pleased to have the opportunity to work with the RMI in 
formulating a way to communicate and educate the motor industry – 
one of the largest generators of used oil in SA.”

Jeff Osborne, Chief Executive of RMI, defines the RMI as having three 
main roles: as a voice for its members in dealing with government, 
original equipment manufacturers and oil companies, as a consumer 
watchdog and as a training/standards self regulation organisation.

“The RMI is constantly seeking and offering solutions to issues 
and concerns raised by members in their day-to-day

running of their businesses, and we are the major 
employer representative of the Motor Industry 
Bargaining Council and thus play a major role in 

negotiations for the Main Agreement for the Motor 
Industry and the Administrative Agreement.”

The objectives of the RMI are to promote, protect and encourage 
the interests of members and the motoring public by setting and 
maintaining proper standards of service and ethical trading conditions 
in the industry.

“Going forward, the RMI will be campaigning 
to create lower emissions in support of the 
environment in SA. Working with the ROSE 
Foundation, we will look at proactive ways to 
communicate the essential role of the motor 
industry in the collection and recycling of used 
oil,” says Osborne.

In 2008, a used oil collector allowed a colleague to park a tanker, 
apparently filled with ship slops, on his property. The tanker caught 
fire resulting in the death of a security guard. 

Subsequent investigations concluded that the security guard for the 
premises, probably climbed on top of the tanker, opened the hatch 
and, in an attempt to determine what was inside the dark tanker, lit a 
match or lighter which caused the subsequent fire.

As part of the investigation, the municipality took samples of the 
tanker’s contents for analysis in order to determine why the fire 
occurred, especially since ship slops have a high flash point (exceeding 
61˚C). The results of the analysis verified the fire department’s possible 
explanation as it was confirmed that the tanker held ship slops mixed 
with material of a low flash point. 

Additional investigation also showed that the security guard, who was 
not a legal resident of South Africa, was not properly trained for his 
job. This incident has raised many questions within the used oil 
collection industry. Used oil collectors are the critical link between 
the generators of used oils and the recyclers of the material. NORA-
SA encourages used oil collectors to uphold the principles of 
environmental responsibility and safe work practices. The incident is a 
clear illustration of how things can go wrong.

Safety Lessons Learnt:

• Collectors must verify the type of used oils they are collecting.
This will assist in determining the flash point of the material, and 
they will know what precautions should be taken when handling
the substance. 

• The MSDS for used oils and other hazardous substances stored on
site should be readily available. It is also important that each tanker 
or collection vehicle is provided with the MSDS for the materials 
being transported.

• Collectors should avoid allowing other collectors the use of their 
property to store hazardous materials, tankers or containers. If this 
cannot be avoided, the owner of the property should formally 
record details of the tanker, tanker owner, contents of the tanker/ 
container and obtain a signature of the owner of the tanker/ 
container as confirmation of all details captured. The property  
owner must inform his employees of this requirement.

• As per the requirements of the NORA-SA Operations Manual, 
it is important to ensure that employees are provided with fire- 
fighting training, and that the equipment is regularly serviced.

• It would also be prudent to train employees on what to do in an
emergency situation. A list of emergency contact numbers should 
be displayed in a prominent position, and next to telephone stations.

• Inform employees not to smoke or create a fire/flame in areas 
where used oil is stored. It is also advisable to display the  
associated safety signage prohibiting smoking and naked flames  
in these areas. 

• Collectors must ensure that all their employees are legal residents
of South Africa and are competent to perform their duties. All  
necessary training must also be provided to all employees (safe  
handling of hazardous substances, understanding MSDS, etc).

ROSE Foundation and SA Motor Industry Launch Communication Campaign

Tanker Safety

South African Farming – the Oily Truth NORA-SA: Way Forward

Jeff Osborne, Chief Executive, RMI
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Agriculture contributes 3% of South Africa’s GDP and is the main 
employer of people in rural areas (employing 50% of the rural 
population) with a total gross value of over R70 billion. With farms 
covering extensive areas of South Africa, this sector has the largest 
impact on our natural habitat. 

Unsustainable farming practices have caused widespread
environmental degradation, evident in overgrazing, soil erosion and 
pollution of rivers and dams. One source of agricultural pollution 
is used lubricant oil. It is estimated that South Africa generates an 
average of 120 million litres of used lubricant oil in a year, of which 
10 million litres is generated by the agricultural sector. This hazardous 
by-product contains harmful compounds and can have carcinogenic 
properties. 

Commercial farming relies heavily on technology and mechanisation.  
On average, a tractor can hold anywhere between 40 and 100 litres 
of oil, and the average medium commercial farm may have anywhere 
between three and ten tractors. Considering that one litre of used oil 
has the capacity to contaminate one million litres of water – this is a 
potentially devastating amount of used oil that, if not collected and 
recycled responsibly, could make its way into our environment.

“Unfortunately, in many farming communities in South Africa, an 
apathy exists when it comes to responsible recycling of used oil, 
which is borne out of ignorance,” comments Raj Lochan, CEO of the 
ROSE Foundation. 

This was confirmed recently through discussions with several farmers 
and mechanics in the Western Cape Swartland, who reiterated that 
used oil is utilised as a wood preservative for fencing and vineyard 
poles, on livestock and as a means to suppress dust by spraying the 
used oil directly onto dirt roads.

“Most farmers re-use old oil to treat wooden poles and fences, because 
it is an extremely effective preservative that sucks right into the wood 
when painted on – we need our used oil!” comments a commercial 
farmer in the Porterville district, who went on to say that in his opinion 
the practice was not damaging as the oil was absorbed by the wood 
and therefore did not leach into the environment.

Another young farmer told how he started out by using regular wood 
preservatives but changed to used oil after his neighbour highlighted 
the cost-savings and effectiveness of using this waste-product.

“But the used oil will eventually seep into the ground, contaminating 
the soil and  water table and entering rivers and dams where the water 
is drawn for irrigation and drinking,” says Lochan.

At a collection point at an agricultural machinery service centre in 
another small Swartland town, the oil was spilling out of the tank onto 
the surrounding ground.  The head mechanic confirmed that although 
they stored their used oil for sporadic collection, it was a rarity in the 
area with the majority of farmers choosing to re-use their oil.

“All of these findings highlight the need to work closely with the 
agricultural sector. ROSE has placed a priority on educating and 
creating awareness in the minds of the public and changing farming 
practices. Conversion to more sustainable agricultural practice is 
necessary both to preserve South Africa’s biodiversity and to ensure 
a future resource base.”

ROSE is appealing to farmers to gather and store their used oil 
for responsible collection by a registered NORA-SA member who 
has the correct skills and equipment to operate in an environmentally 
compliant and safe manner. NORA-SA is well-regulated and
scrupulously audits the activities of its collectors.

“I have simply followed the farming practices taught to me as a 
young man without question. However, there is a need for everyone 
to become aware of the damage we are doing to our environment and 
I would personally welcome an opportunity to hand over my used 
oil for recycling – knowing that I am doing the responsible and right 
thing,” says a fourth generation Swartland farmer.

“We all share the responsibility of protecting our environment and 
keeping our waters safe.  It is ironic that in a water poor country such 
as South Africa, the very sector that relies on clean, fresh water the 
most is poisoning it!  However it is never too late to change the way 
things are done and through combined efforts and energy, we can 
make a marked difference in the operating practices of many farms 
throughout SA.”

“Recycling used oil allows us to continue to enjoy what many of us 
take for granted every day – clean, potable water,” concludes Lochan.

ROSE Foundation and SA Motor Industry Launch Communication Campaign

Tanker Safety

South African Farming – the Oily Truth NORA-SA: Way Forward

The average tractor holds up to 100 litres of oil.
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In search of 120 million litres of used oil – ROSE and NORA-SA map 
out a plan to collect more lubricating oil in 2009.

The Lubricants industry sold some 270 million litres in 2008. Research 
indicates that there is potentially 120 million litres of recoverable 
oil in SA of which approximately 80 million litres is currently being 
recovered, which leaves approximately 40 million litres of used oil in 
the environment.  

Collectors from the National Oil Recycling Association (NORA-SA) 
who recover more than 75% of the used oil in South Africa, aim to 
track down and collect all available oil that is currently not being 
recycled in 2009.

“What must occupy the minds of all our members, every day, is how 
to locate this oil and how to recover it,” stated incoming NORA-SA 
Chairman Leon Van Dyk, at the Association’s AGM held recently in 
Johannesburg.

“With the financial assistance of the lubricant manufacturers through 
the ROSE Foundation (Recycling Oil Saves the Environment) and the 
application of our minds and energy there should be no impediment to 
significantly increasing the quantity of oil recovered.” 

NORA-SA works hard with its environmental partner ROSE to promote 
its services and to educate industry, the municipalities and metros 
on used lube oil recycling. Strict environmental compliance and self-
regulation of the oil recycling industry remain top of the agenda for 
the two associations in 2009.

At the NORA-SA AGM, ROSE Chairman Andre de Wet discussed joint 
initiatives planned for 2009 to increase the collection of used oil in 
the market.

“We are identifying ways to increase the recovery of used lube oil 
including: incentivising increased collections in outlying areas, rolling 
out mini-tanks to more NORA-SA collectors and broadening the 
network of bulking points to address gaps in the collection of used oil 
across South Africa,” said de Wet.

Raj Lochan, CEO of ROSE says: “An important goal for 2009 is to 
encourage and increase membership of NORA-SA to improve our 
collection network. ROSE will also be auditing and evaluating new 
processors to provide more approved disposal options for collectors 
of oil. The target by year 2010 is to collect 80% of available used oil 
in SA.” 

More than R2.9 million was paid in incentives in 2008  to  collectors -
81 NORA-SA members, which include 73 collectors and 8 processors, 
were responsible for collecting approximately 70 million litres of oil 
in 2008.

Associated waste has not been ignored either. “Last year ROSE also 
initiated a compliance model for drum re-conditioners as well as 
supporting the development of grease disposal and filter recycling 
processes.”

Going forward into 2009, NORA-SA is prioritising participation in 
the regulatory changes taking place and is making every effort to 
ensure that the industry’s needs and concerns are taken into account, 
by working with Government to implement enabling legislation to 
manage environmentally responsible collection and recycling of used 
oil and related waste.  

Some hints of good practice from NORA-SA
• Only store used oil in secure, leak-proof, sealable containers, 

  clearly marked with hazardous material signage.

• Only dispose of used oil through ISO 14001 accredited 
  processors.

• Only use NORA-SA registered collectors.

• Insist on a used oil disposal certificate from your collector.

• Communicate the dangers of used oil to your staff, and teach 
  them how to handle the substance safely.

ROSE Foundation and SA Motor Industry Launch Communication Campaign

Tanker Safety

South African Farming – the Oily Truth NORA-SA: Way Forward

The recently elected  NORA-SA Directors and Executive Committee: L to R Back - Dave Morrey, Garner Bennie, Mike Molalehli, Alton Beukes, Don Hunter (V Chair), Daniel Whitfield.
L to R Front - Christine Beukes,  Gary Pearce, Leon Van Dyk (Chairman), Raj Lochan (CEO, ROSE), Alison Haycock. 
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NORA-SA Awards

Main picture - regional winners L-R: Dean Pretorius (NE Gauteng), Mike Molalehli (NW Gauteng), Don Hunter (outgoing Chairman, NORA-SA), Sipho Vilakazi (KZN), Andries Thirion (W Cape),  
Wimpie Neethling (Mpumalanga). Top right – KZN winner Sipho Vilakazi (Vinkos Oil) flanked by Peter Hilliar (Veto Trading) and Neresh Uthamlal (Dallas Oil). Centre right – Mpumalanga winner 
Wimpie Neethling (Kia Ora) flanked by Lapa Schoeman (OSS Burgersfort) and Andrew Small (Kudu Oils). Bottom right – North West Gauteng winner Mike Molalehli flanked by Jerry Mooketsi and 
Gilbert Tshishonga. Bottom centre – North East Gauteng winner Dean Pretorius (Oil X Oil) flanked by Jacobus Schroeder and Adaan van der Merwe (Automotive Waste). Bottom left – Western Cape 
winner Andries Thirion (Used Oils) flanked by Daniel Whitfield (Cape Waste Oils) and Jan Havenga.

Don Hunter (centre - outgoing Chairman of NORA-SA) with Million 
Club recipients (from left) Ronel Herbst (Oil x Oil), Vinko Coetzee, 
Garner Bennie (Euroblitz) and Leonard Bianchina (Oil Seperation 
Solutions Sales & Services).

At the NORA-SA AGM held in February 2009, collectors were awarded 
for compliance with legal, environmental and operational excellence. 
A very high standard was observed in all five regions where collectors’ 
vehicles were evaluated. 

KwaZulu Natal collector Sipho Vilakazi made it ‘two in a row’ by 
clinching the National Collector of the Year title again in 2009.

For the first time, a special Chairman’s Recognition Award was made 
to collectors who collected more then 500 000 litres (500 Club) of 
used oil in a calendar year. 

NORA-SA members who collected more than 1 000 000 litres in 2008, 
received the esteemed Million Club award which included a cash prize 
and clothing in recognition of their efforts.

ROSE Foundation • Suite A9, Waverley Court • 7 Kotzee Road, Mowbray 7925 • Tel: 021 448 7492
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2 February - World Wetland Day
17-23 March - National Water Week
22 March - World Day for Water
7 April - World Health Day 
22 April - Earth Day 
4-9 May - National Bird Week 
22 May - International Day for Biological Diversity 
5 June - World Environment Day 
1-5 June - National Environmental Week 
17 June - World Day to Combat Desertification               
and Drought 
11 July - World Population Day 
16-22 July - World Water Week 
1 September - Arbor Day 
1-7 September - National Arbor Week 
15-20 September - National Clean-up week 

19 September - International Coastal Cleanup Day 
13-17 September - National Marine Week 
16 September - International Day for the Preservation of 
the Ozone Layer 
18 September - World Water Monitoring Day 
18-20 September - Clean Up the World Campaign 
2 October - World Farm Animal Day 
4 October - World Animal Day 
5 October - World Habitat Day 
5-9 October - National Weed-buster Week 
12-16 October - National Marine Week 
6 November - International Day for Preventing the 
Exploitation of the Environment in War and Armed Conflict 
28 November - Birding Big Day 
11 December - International Mountain Day
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ROSE Contact Details

Drop-off Points:
Do-It-Yourself (DIY) motorists are encouraged to use any of the sites below to 
drop off their used motor oil at the respective Municipal Garden Refuse sites.

TSHWANE - Maunde Rd, Pretoria West, Kwaggasrand; Stefanus Schoeman Rd, 
Valhalla; Rigel Ave South (Delmas Rd), Garstkloof; Roslynne, Onderstepoort
and Hans Strydom North Nelmapuis, Hatherley.

JOHANNESBURG - Ballyclare Drive, Bryanston Ext 7; 5th Avenue, Bez-Valley; 
Club Street, Linksfield; Cnr Smith and 5th Avenue, Fairland; Melrose Street, 
Syferfontein; Pine Road, Norwood; Jim Fouche Road, Panorama; Victory Road, 
Victory Park Estate; Johannes Road, Waterval; Woodlands Drive, Woodmead 
Ext 15; Bangalore Drive, Lenasia Ext 11; Cedar Road, Kyalami; Dale Road, 
Kyalami; East Road, Klipriviersberg; Flamingo Street, Lenasia Ext 6; Cnr 
Impala & Vereeniging Road, Rietvlei; Royal Park Drive, Mondeor; Heerengracht 
Road, Eldorado Park Ext 4; Makhaya Avenue, Protea North; Sofasonke Street, 
Orlando; Bellona Road, Middelfontein; Circle Crescent, Eldorado Park Ext 5; 
Cnr Harry & Rifle Range Road, Robertsham; Penny Road, Roodepoort West and 
Khama Street, Soweto.

eTEKWENI - Bellair Road, Cato Manor;  Roadhouse Crescent, Riverside; Tara 
Road, Bluff; Glanville Road, Montclair/Seadoone; Canehaven Drive, Canehaven
and Mount Edgecombe Drive, Mount Edgecombe.

CAPE TOWN - Potsdam Road, Killarney; Main Road, Hout Bay; Kronendal 
Recycling Centre, Main Road, Hout Bay; Huguenot Primary School, Cnr AZ 
Berman & Huguenot Avenue, Mitchells Plain; Collect-A-Can, Fisher Avenue, 
Epping; Rosmead Garden Site, Rosmead Avenue, Wynberg; Somerset West, 
Sir Lowry’s Pass Road, Gordons Bay; Main Road, Kommetjie.

BURGERSFORT – 3 Industrial Road, Burgersfort.

MIDDELBURG – 10 Celcius Street, Middelburg Industrial Area.

For more information call the ROSE Foundation.

Environmentally Approved Storage Facilities
Cape Town  Cnr Lood & Viben Streets, Brackenfell, 7560 021 982 5267
Port Elizabeth                     61 Paterson Road, North End, 6001 041 484 1536
Durban             103 Vintner Place, Prospecton, 4110 031 902 8560
Durban                     39 Karrim Lane , Clairwood, 4052 031 465 0354
Middelburg  10 Celsius Street, Middelburg Industrial Area, 1055 013 246 2033
Germiston   27 Profab Crescent, Delville, Ext 4, Germiston, 1400 011 824 7580




