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The South African  taxi industry is growing unabatedly and
as the taxi recapitalisation programme rolls out, so the
notorious “skorokoros” or “moving coffins” leave our
roads, but the industry is still set to leave a far more sinister
legacy behind, in the form of millions of litres of dumped
used oil. The ROSE Foundation is educating and challenging
the industry to clean up its act by storing and recycling
used motor oil in an environmentally responsible manner.

Taxis constitute approximately 65 percent of our public
transport system. The Department of Transport
conservatively puts the number at 130 000, based on the
number of taxi permits issued, while industry organisations
estimate there are up to 200 000 vehicles on our roads.

The ROSE Foundation says that the industry is a significant
user of lubricating oil, and is more importantly concerned
about the collective amount of used oil the industry could
be literally pouring down the drain.

“Taxis drive tremendous distances and need to change
their oil regularly, often on the move in taxi ranks or in
back yards - this translates into hundreds of thousands
of litres of used lubricating oil, which is probably not
being recycled, but rather thrown onto the ground or
into the gutter.”

ROSE says that most people don’t know that used motor
oil is dangerous as it contains harmful compounds and
cancer-causing agents. Dumped, it seeps into rivers and
lakes, contaminating our water.

“One litre of used oil can contaminate one million litres of
water - South Africa generates about 120 million litres of
used oil per annum of which 40 million litres is unaccounted
for,” says ROSE Chairman Andre de Wet.

“This is a very worrying statistic, and we have initiated an
awareness campaign targeting taxi drivers and DIY
mechanics to retrieve this lost oil.”

ROSE, through its members, has already given away
thousands of plastic 18 litre containers called Sumpy’s,
to DIY mechanics and taxi operators to safely store
 used oil when it is drained from their vehicles.

“We are challenging the taxi industry to set an example
to other road users and to protect the environment,
by recycling their used oil.”

“The South African National Taxi Council (SANTACO) fully
supports this bid by the ROSE Foundation to encourage
responsible recycling amongst taxi operators, it is a
great initiative with the view to protecting our environment,”
says Jothan Msibi, Managing Director of SANTACO.

“The ROSE Foundation appeals to all taxi operators and
drivers to obtain the free Sumpy’s and take their used
oil to the nearest drop-off point at a local depot, municipal
garden refuse site, petrol station or auto workshop,”
concludes de Wet.

For more information, contact the ROSE Foundation
(021) 448 7492.

Taxis use hundreds of thousands of litres of oil, which must be recycled



Greases, oil cans and drums have become the next target
for environmentalists in the drive to reduce oil pollution.

At a recent Drum Reconditioning Workshop held in Durban,
Andre De Wet, ROSE Board Chairman, announced that the
environmental management of used oil was progressing well
and that the focus now needed to move to greases, oil cans and
drum reconditioning.

ROSE, in its mission to extend its influence over oil-related
waste in ensuring extended producer responsibility, has engaged
with the drum re-conditioning industry trying to reduce the
environmental degradation where oil is concerned.

In the normal course of business, ROSE members sell products
in various packaged sizes to their customers either directly
or through agents and partners. When these packages become
empty they have to be disposed of responsibly. Drum re-
conditioners then pick up the packs and “re-condition” them
for re-sale back into the market either to lubricant fillers or
other users.

A recent survey showed that none of the drum re-conditioners
were fully environmentally compliant. However, some were
preparing to certify themselves with the ISO 14001 environmental
management system.

As a first step to have these small businesses compliant,
ROSE has sponsored workshops around the country to obtain
feedback on what the industry needs and at what stage of
compliance their businesses are at.

It was very encouraging to learn that the drum re-conditioners
were eager to comply and participate with ROSE in improving
environmental compliance. As a result, ROSE will facilitate
the preparation of an incentive based model with the industry
role players.

Engen HSE Forum 2008

Engen Petroleum in partnership with Petronas, recently held an
HSE Forum at the Cape Town International Convention Centre.

It was attended by about 1000 HSE delegates from 14 countries,
including stake-holders from Government, Engen Staff, customers
and contractors, and representatives of interest groups linked
to global engineering issues in the oil and gas industry, climate
change and carbon trading. The programme covered topics on
sustainability, health & safety management and process safety
with presentations by experts in their fields.

Organising Chairperson, Bea Ponnudurai, Engen GM HSEQ,
thanked the organising committee and the Engen management
committee members for their contribution in making the Forum
a success.  ROSE was invited to exhibit at the Forum, as Engen
is major partner of the foundation, and a strong driver of good
environmental governance in the used oil industry.

Engen MD & CEO Rashied Yusof, was overwhelmed by the
success of the Forum: “I hope that everyone will make full use
of the opportunity to network, exchange and share knowledge
as well as promote new ideas and insights on HSE practices
for the mutual benefit of all stakeholders.”

ROSE Exhibition Stand at the Engen HSE Forum 2008

Workshop for Drum Re-conditioners

Vanessa Maclou of the KZN Green Scorpions presenting at the workshop
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The Institute of Waste Management of South Africa (IWMSA)
recently presented the 19th Waste Management Conference
and Exhibition for Professional Waste Management on the
African Continent, from 6-10 October 2008 at the Durban
Convention Centre. The Conference was  attended by about
650 delegates.

Prominent business leaders and top-end waste management
professionals in the African and International waste management
industry attended the event, which scrutinised modern
approaches to waste management technology, community
involvement and waste minimisation. Industry concerns were
considered in line with clean development mechanisms,
hazardous waste and the most topical issues relating to
environmental legislation.

The Conference provided an excellent opportunity for the
presentation of best practice business strategies that covered
key topics relating to the theme of “Minimising waste and
its effect on society”, emphasising innovative methods
and applications.

 The final programme incorporated 95 oral and poster papers
representing the works of 198 authors and co-authors, 24 of

whom were from beyond the borders of South Africa giving
the Conference a strong international flavour.

The event also saw the election of Vincent Charnley as the new
President of the Institute of Waste Management for the next
two years. Executive Director of Phambili Wasteman (Pty) Ltd,
Vincent has  been actively involved in  growing small businesses
in the waste industry, developing long-term relationships with
the Ministry of Environment, working closely with all MEC’s
in different provinces and  with the major host cities towards
2010 soccer World Cup. He also worked at establishing branches

and chapters in Lesotho, Botswana,
Zambia, Zimbabwe and Swaziland
and with the SADC (Southern
African Development Corporation)
directorate. He will be ably supported
by Stan Jewaskiewitz.

ROSE CEO, Raj Lochan chaired a
session and also presented a paper
on the ROSE Foundation’s role in
the recycling industry.

Vincent Charnley, President IWMSA

Appeal to Service Stations

The ROSE Foundation in partnership with Collect A Can
has embarked on a project to collect empty oil cans
from service stations in the main metropolitan areas in
Cape Town, Durban, Pretoria and Johannesburg. In Port
Elizabeth the project is in partnership with Boundary
Paper and Waste.

To date we have collected more than 300 tons of metal
cans and  90 tons of plastic containers which would
have otherwise been disposed of at our landfill sites.

The Lubricants Industry, represented by the ROSE
Foundation, has, since 1994, been promoting the
collection of used lubricating oil to prevent pollution of
the environment. New legislat ion is about to be
promulga ted  wh ich  w i l l  g i ve  the  Min is te r  o f
Environmental Affairs and Tourism greater powers to
require the implementation of recycling programs across
a wide range of industrial sectors. Government is
presently seeking to promote the recycling of a number
of items, such as metal, plastic, car tyres, bottles, and
other recyclable items. This means that a considerable
amount of valuable landfill space is being taken up by
this waste which could be recycled. Additionally, the
residual oil also represents a hazardous waste being
disposed of inappropriately.

For your next collection of empty cans call one of the
branches below:

Collect A Can, Cape Town 021 - 534 7010
Collect A Can, Durban 031 - 700 5935
Collect A Can, Johannesburg 011 - 494 3625
Collect A Can, Pretoria 011 - 804 9408
Boundary Paper & Plastic,
Port Elizabeth 041 - 486 2204

Contact the ROSE Foundation on 021-448 7492 should
you have any queries.

We appeal to all service station owners and member
companies with retail sites to participate in the programme
and to do their bit for the environment.

Recycling of Empty Lube Oil Containers from Forecourts

Waste Con 2008
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A Day in the Life of a NORA-SA Collector

Sam Ngcobo, Oil Separation Sales and Services, Germiston

NORA-SA collector Sam Ngcobo and his assistant Lucky
Simelane, travel  thousands of kilometres every month in
search of oil.  From early morning, their quest takes them
across the grimy industrial roads of the East Rand. They know
their customers so well they can predict with uncanny accuracy
exactly how much oil they will collect on each visit.

The five or six clients they see usually yield several thousand
litres in a day’s work. The tank on the back of their bakkie
holds 1000 litres, so they frequently ferry their load back to
the processing depot to empty it.

Used oil is a dirty business, but the vehicle and equipment is
spotless. The ROSE Foundation has provided Sam with
equipment including heavy duty gloves, eye protectors, a
hazardous spill kit, and decals to identify the vehicle as a
carrier of hazardous waste, to ensure their operation meets
stringent occupational safety standards.

Recycling has to be profitable to be sustainable and good
business practice and self regulation has successfully lubricated
the wheels of the used oil industry, with the formation of
NORA-SA (National Oil Recycling Association of South Africa)
in 2005. NORA-SA has helped collectors meet environmental
standards and given customers peace of mind, knowing that
accredited collectors comply with required protocol.

And the clients are happy, as Masilo Nelson Masipa from
Lindsay Saker Airport, explains: “Sam and Lucky provide a
reliable and efficient service and the certificate of collection
we receive is our guarantee of compliance.”

Jan Vorster,  JJ Oil Removals, Cape Town

At 24 years old Jan Vorster, or Bula as he is more affectionately
known, is the youngest guy in the oil removal business in
Cape Town. He started JJ Oil Removals with his father three
years ago and built his own truck which takes up to 3500
litres of oil. He sub-contracts the driving to a friend of his,
Waldo Bekker.

On  average  they visit up to nine clients per day, collecting
between 1500 and 3500 litres of oil, covering an area that
extends all the way to Worcester, Hermanus, Grabou,
Vredenberg and even Clanwilliam.

Jan values the role ROSE plays in his business and in the oil
industry: “Even though I have luckily never had to use the
certifications for fire fighting and first aid training ROSE has
provided, I have helped people with incidents I have come
across on my travels, and I feel safer knowing I can deal with
problems that may arise.”

He supports ROSE’s move to regulate the industry and educate
the market, “It’s important that our clients know why they
should only use NORA-SA certified oil collectors, and why
safety and environmental issues are so important in
this business.”

Jan attributes his success to his belief in going the extra mile
and working hard for a living. Even when he relaxes he is an
entrepreneur - he’s a mean pool player and owns a small pool
club called Bula’s.

Sam in action Jan in action
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NORA-SA collectors have to comply with rigorous requirements
to ensure that their accreditation provides a stamp of quality
on the service they render. We appeal to all generators of
used oil to insist on a receipt for every load collected from
their premises by a NORA-SA collector. The collector should

always show the generator his NORA-SA membership certificate
when arriving on the premises. The Collection Note, as shown
below, complies with the legal requirements of the pending
Waste Bill and serves as a disposal certificate.  A reminder to
all generators - please file your copy safely.

Collection note.



Drop-off Points: Do-It-Yourself (DIY) motorists are encouraged
to use any of the sites below to drop off their used motor oil at the
respective Municipal Garden Refuse sites.

TSHWANE - Maunde Rd, Pretoria West, Kwaggasrand; Stefanus
Schoeman Rd, Valhalla; Rigel Ave South (Delmas Rd), Garstkloof;
Roslynne, Onderstepoort and Hans Strydom North Nelmapuis,
Hatherley.

JOHANNESBURG - Ballyclare Drive, Bryanston Ext 7; 5th Avenue, Bez-
Valley; Club Street, Linksfield; Cnr Smith and 5th Avenue, Fairland;
Melrose Street, Syferfontein; Pine Road, Norwood; Jim Fouche Road,
Panorama; Victory Road, Victory Park Estate; Johannes Road, Waterval;
Woodlands Drive, Woodmead Ext 15; Bangalore Drive, Lenasia
Ext 11; Cedar Road, Kyalami; Dale Road, Kyalami; East Road,
Klipriviersberg; Flamingo Street, Lenasia Ext 6; Cnr Impala &
Vereeniging Road, Rietvlei; Royal Park Drive, Mondeor; Heerengracht
Road, Eldorado Park Ext 4; Makhaya Avenue, Protea North; Sofasonke
Street, Orlando; Bellona Road, Middelfontein; Circle Crescent, Eldorado
Park Ext 5; Cnr Harry & Rifle Range Road, Robertsham; Penny Road,
Roodepoort West and Khama Street, Soweto.

eTEKWENI - Bellair Road, Cato Manor;  Roadhouse Crescent, Riverside;
Tara Road, Bluff; Glanville Road, Montclair; Seadoone; Canehaven
Drive, Canehaven and Mount Edgecombe Drive, Mount Edgecombe.

CAPE TOWN - Tsoga Environmental Resource Centre, Washington
Street, Langa; Morning Star Garden Refuse Site, van der Bijl Street,
Durbanville; Footprints Environmental Projects, St John’s Road,
Wynberg; Huguenot Primary School, Cnr AZ Berman & Huguenot
Avenue, Mitchell’s Plain; Sir Lowry’s Pass Road, Gordon’s Bay and
Main Road, Hout Bay.

For more information call the ROSE Foundation

The Green Guide

Approved Processors
Oil Separation Solutions Gauteng (Pty) Ltd Germiston 011 824 7580
Bulk Mining Explosives Delmas  013 665 1860
Exol Oil Refinery (Pty) Ltd Jhb 011 769 2257
PPC Lime Limited L/Acres 053 385 8200
The Old Oil Man Jhb 011 762 2557
FFS Refiners (Pty) Ltd Durban 031 465 1466
FFS Refiners (Pty) Ltd PE 082 321 7267
FFS Refiners (Pty) Ltd PMBurg 033 398 1651
FFS Refiners (Pty) Ltd Cape Town 021 557 5301
FFS Refiners (Pty) Ltd Chloorkop 011 976 2198
Green Mamba Oil Refinery Centurion 012 661 9888
Kudu Oils Nelspruit 013 751 2362

ROSE Foundation • Suite A9, Waverley Court • 7 Kotzee Road, Mowbray 7700 • Tel: 021 448 7492
Fax: 021 448 7563 • Faxmail: 0866 527384 • E-mail: usedoil@iafrica.com • Website address: www.rosefoundation.org.za
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